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Foreword
The festive season is upon us once again, and it
gives us time to reflect on the year that has passed.
At CBS Kilkenny it has been a busy year with the new
building completion along with many other cyclical
activities and milestones. The new Bialann (dining
area) is a significant addition to the school and is
proving very popular with students. The Schoolfood
Company provides nutritious healthy food options
for very reasonable prices, with breakfast, break,
lunchtime and after-school meals all available.
The Technology Room also underwent extension
and a complete refit, and the new laser cutter has
significantly improved the throughput and standard
of projects that can be produced by our students.
A new IT Laboratory provides students with further
opportunities to perfect their digital and online skills.
Since returning to school in September we have
celebrated the achievements of our students in
several areas. Based on their outstanding results, five
of the Leaving Certificate class of 2016 were awarded
Entrance Scholarships to UCD. In addition Jack
Lawlor was awarded a JP McManus Scholarship
and received it from rugby star Paul O’Connell in UL
in November. We are very proud of them and of all
of our students.
In the music world, we salute Robert Murphy’s
achievement of being one of seven national
finalists in the Fr Maher Classical Music Awards. His
performance on cello was very well critiqued by the
judges, and while he did not go on to win the overall
scholarship, it was a terrific achievement to reach
the national finals. In a different musical area, Conor
Lawlor in second year was awarded third place in
the World Solo Drumming Championships.
As is traditional, the music department at CBS
provided a host of festive cheer at our annual Carol
Service. The atmosphere in the Black Abbey is
always full of seasonal celebration and joy. Chaplain
Fr Jim Murphy presided over the ceremony, and
Principal Tom Clarke thanked all members of the
school community for their positive contribution to
the richness of life at CBS.

After thirty four years at
CBS, we wish Aeneas Daly
well on his retirement.
He will be sorely missed
in the Construction and
Woodwork
department
and by all of his colleagues
and friends in CBS. His
positivity and kindness to
the students in his care is
his hallmark. We wish him
well on the next chapter
and hope to see him as a
regular visitor to the school.
CBS students are never found wanting when it comes
to supporting those who are less well off. Christmas
time can pose particular difficulties for some, and
our students help in a myriad of ways. The annual
VDP Hamper collection is always a resounding
success and this year was no different. Under the
guidance of Ms Ryan a large number of hampers
were donated to the local VDP society to help with
its Christmas schedule. Separately many of our
students and staff undertook the Concern 24 Hour
Fast and raised more than €2,500, with thanks to Ms
Evison for her organisation. Along with these, CBS
students have demonstrated their generosity during
many fundraising initiatives organized by charity
stalwart Mr Downey. Meanwhile our TY students
are involved in the 121 Program, whereby they
assist our older friends with modern technology and
introduce them to the online world.
So far this school year has been a busy and productive
one. It is time now to take some time with family and
friends and to recharge. We wish every success to
our exam students who will face their mock exams
in February, and it remains only to wish all members
of the CBS Kilkenny school community a very Joyful
Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year.
Tom Clarke,
Principal
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STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE

Student Council 2016 with Liaison
teacher Ms. Nolan-Kennedy

Student Council elections at CBS Kilkenny took
place on Wednesday 5th October, during which two
representatives from each year were elected by
their fellow students. We, the new members, then
had the opportunity to attend a Leadership Training
workshop which encouraged us to further develop
our sense of responsibility and communication
skills. At our first meeting we were addressed
by Principal Mr. Clarke, and we were officially
presented with our Student Council badges.
After drawing up a plan of action for the year
ahead, Mr Clarke wished us well in our endeavours.

The Student Council at CBS Kilkenny plays a pivotal role in our school. The Council goes from strength to
strength each year by involving itself in numerous events, activities, initiatives and policy making decisions
that help to make CBS Kilkenny what it is today. For this we thank our Student Council Liaison teacher Ms.
Nolan-Kennedy who works tirelessly guiding and leading us towards a more enriched school community.

CBS DEVELOPMENT
LOTTO JACKPOT WON

Margaret Devane celebrates winning the CBS
Development Lotto Jackpot of €14,5000

Many congratulations to Margaret Devane who
won our big Lotto jackpot recently. The Devane
family have been staunch supporters of the Lotto
since its inception, and we are delighted for them!
Congratulations!

HEALTH PROMOTING SCHOOL
CBS has initiated the process of becoming a Health Promoting School (HPS).
The process strives to go beyond the classroom and includes: Environment, Curriculum and Learning,
Policy and Planning along with Partnership within the whole school community. We are currently at the
consultation phase of this process and welcome any contributions you could offer. You can do so by
contacting our school co-ordinators c.mercer@cbskilkenny.ie or n.ormond@cbskilkenny.ie.

CBS Kilkenny front view showing
the new Bialann and extension

Students benefit from the new Laser Cutter
in the Technology Lab
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TRANSITION YEAR UPDATE
Our TY students have entered into the spirit of TY
with enthusiasm and have engaged with the TY
Programme on many fronts in a positive manner.
A special word of praise for all those involved with
the Green Schools initiative, the YSI ‘One Punch’,
Digital 121, Enterprise, the Sports Leadership
Training course and those students pursuing the
Gaisce Bronze Medal.
A big, ‘Well done!’ must be extended to the
magnificent 22 TY students who managed
to raise a staggering €3571 from various
fundraising initiatives in support of the Ossory
Youth Pilgrimage to Lourdes in May 2017.
Congratulations also to Joe Coughlan, Ronan
McMurrow, Barry Lawlor, Luke Hogan, Shane
Staunton and Killian Fitzgerald who were
fortunate enough to be selected from amongst
this august company to represent their respective
parishes and this school on this pilgrimage. It is a
pity that there are so few places for so many worthy
applicants.
Earlier this term all the TY students made the annual
trip to the National Ploughing Championships
which were held in Sceggan, Tullamore Co. Offaly.
In October they enjoyed a wet and wonderful
kayaking excursion on the River Barrow before
laughing their collective heads off to the comedian
Ger Carey at his show ‘Inside the Head of A
Teenager’ in the Watergate. Their ability to solve
a particular murder was challenged during a
Forensic Science Workshop organised by the
Science Department. Tom Duffy conducted a two
day workshop dedicated to playing percussion
instruments which proved most popular with each
class. Recently they were afforded the opportunity
of guided tours of both Glasnevin Cemetery and
the Croke Park Museum and Stadium, the stories of

TY Students enjoy a Dublin History Trip which
included the fascinating Glasnevin Cemetery

which resonated all the more in this the centenary
year marking the Easter Rising in 1916.
Approaching Christmas the TY Choir entertained
the residents of St. Columba’s Hospital in
Thomastown with a Carol service and poetry
recitations while another group of TYs participated
that same day in a ‘Flash Mob for Human Rights’
event on the Parade in Kilkenny along with TY
students from all the city schools.
TY students are given opportunities to enhance
their digital skills in many ways. They all compile
significant online portfolios during the year and a
small number of students maintain the TY page
on the school website. This year they have also
launched a very interesting TY blog which can be
accessed through www.cbskilkenny.ie also. We
encourage you to follow their posts and engage
with them through it.
For now, the TY students are presently out on
Work Experience for two weeks in the run up to
Christmas. We wish them well in their endeavours
and also would like to take this opportunity
to express our sincere appreciation to those
companies and businesses throughout Kilkenny city
and environs that facilitate placement of more than
one hundred of our students each year.

Robert Murphy
was a finalist in
the national
Fr Maher
Classical Music
Competition

Congratulations to our five UCD Scholars
from the Class of 2016
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Aeneas Daly retires after 34 years at CBS

Jack Lawlor is awarded a JP
McManus Scholarship in UL
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The new extension and Bialann is proving very popular

Conor Lawlor won third place in the
World Solo Drumming competition

The 121 Program provides older citizens with the
opportunity to learn digital skills from students

Shane enjoys an afternoon chat
at St Columba’s

Many students and staff supported the 24hr Concern Fast

Providing a quality learning and living experience
is a priority at C.B.S., James’s Street, Kilkenny.
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