
Our Christmas 2013 school 
newsletter affords all members 
of our school community an 
opportunity to keep up to date 
with the various curricular, co-
curricular and extra-curricular 
activities of our school.  In 
this academic year to date we 
have had many opportunities 
to applaud the efforts and 
commitment of our students 
and to celebrate their many 
and varied achievements and 
abilities.  In the weeks leading 
up to Christmas, it was our great 
pleasure to welcome Mr. Geoff 
Meagher, National President 

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society and former regional treasurer, Mr. 
Martin Murphy.  The Christmas Hamper Appeal has become an annual 
event in the CBS.  Among the student body, the 2013/2014 Student 
Council and the Fifth Year LCVP groups continue to do commendable 
work in highlighting the plight of the less privileged and in co-
ordinating efforts to improve their lives.  The Cairdeas group is holding 
a Christmas Table Quiz for First Years on Monday 16th of December to 
round off their term’s work.

The school’s second Zambian Immersion project continues to gather 
momentum as we begin to finalize travel arrangements for the nine 
students and three staff members who will travel there in March 2013.  
There has been a huge effort from all members of the school community 
to generate awareness of the significance of the school’s second 
immersion experience and indeed a number of very well organized 
fundraising projects with all partners within the school community 
contributing enormously to its success to-date.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Ms. Mandy Dowling, Ms. Catriona Evison 
and all of the students who prepared so diligently for the flagship 
fundraiser this year, the ‘Concert of Christmas Music’ which was such 
an enjoyable occasion in St. John’s Church on Friday 13th of December. 
I want also to register my appreciation of both staff and students for 
their imaginative and sustained effort in terms of both public relations 
and fundraising contributions to the success of this initiative.  Mr. Pat 
Downey’s leadership in driving this project remains infectious and has 
given a clear focus to all involved across the school community. The 
growing musical talent of the CBS was also very much to the fore in a 
beautiful Carol Service in the Black Abbey on Friday December 13th.

In a year is which the ongoing impact of the cutbacks in the Education 
budget continue to bite, I would like to thank the school’s staff for their 
generosity in contributing to the rich and  varied co-curricular and 
extra-curricular programmes in the school.  In a term in which there 
have been so many positives in music, charity initiatives, debating, 
enterprise, drama and sport, I would like to single out for special 
mention our under 16 ½ hurlers who recaptured the Leinster ‘A’ Fr. 
Cosgrave Cup after a thrilling victory over St. Peter’s in a memorable 
final in New Ross.  We wish all involved every success in the All-Ireland 
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series in March.  Commiserations also to the Senior hurlers who 
failed narrowly in their defense of their League title in Nowlan 
Park on Wednesday December 11th.  The defense of the Corn 
Ui Dhuill title secured in 2013 begins in earnest in the coming 
months and we wish the management and panel every success in 
their endeavours.  The third ‘Jim Langton Hurling Blitz’ was again, 
this year, a resounding success with Nenagh CBS and Midleton 
CBS winning the Cup and Shield respectively.  The Senior soccer 
team had some great early season results and continued success to 
them in 2014.  Congratulations also to our Under 16 Basketball 
team and their management of Mr. Jim Aherne and Ms. Lucy Ryan 
who won the South-East Regional Final and advance to compete 
for National honours in the new  year.

We also pay tribute to our successful Concern Debating team, 
Senior Science Quiz teams, Trath na gCeist teams and our John 
Paul II Award winners.  We  look forward to our TY and Fifth Year 
participants in the BT Young Scientist Competition in 2014.  Many 
students are busily preparing for the Gaisce Awards and we wish 
them well.  In April next year Kilkenny CBS is an anchor school 
in the National Cycle against Suicide.  Fifty of our students will go 
to congress in the RDS with 4,000 other students from around the 
country.

The school’s TY Programme has been as busy and eventful as usual 
with full participation from students in kayaking, a thoroughly 
enjoyable visit to the National Ploughing Championships in Laois, 
theatre visits and the Dublin History Trip.  All TY students are 
currently involved in their Work Experience Programme and we 
thank all businesses and employers for facilitating our students in 
this extremely worthwhile element of the TY Programme.  There 
are some new faces on the 2013/2014 Parents’ Council and the 
Board of Management and these groups continue to work tirelessly 
for the benefit and continued high standard of education provision 
and well-being of our student population.

In extending my best wishes to all members of the school 
community for Christmas 2013 and indeed for the new year ahead 
I want to acknowledge and pay tribute to the generous support that 
parents continue to give, even in these challenging and difficult 
times.  The encouragement and motivation provided by parents 
and the value placed on education in the home is crucial to the 
success of our student population.  Finally I would like to wish 
Kitty Phelan a very happy retirement after 32 years of dedicated 
service in Kilkenny CBS.

Nollaig Shona do gach duine daoibh.

Tom Clarke.
(Principal)
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PaREnts’ COunCil nEWs
The Parents’ Council has been busy since September.  We held 
our AGM on Thursday 3rd October 2013.  There was a very good 
attendance on the night.  Our guest speaker was Mr. Chris Lyons 
from McAfee in Cork who spoke on the subject of “Cyber Bullying 
and the Importance of Internet Safety”.  This was a most interesting, 
informative and entertaining talk and was enjoyed by all.
We ran our yearly Study Skills Course on Saturday 13th October 
2013 for students in 2nd Year and 5th Year.  The course is run by 
professional tutors and received positive feedback from the students.  
The Annual Conference of the National Parents’ Council post primary 
(NPCpp) was held in the Ormonde Hotel, Kilkenny on the weekend 
of the 8th and 9th November 2013.  Claire and Eileen attended the 
Conference.
Claire held a Coffee Morning on Friday 22nd November 2013 and, 
with the generosity of parents and friends, raised €1000 for the CBS 
Zambia Immersion Project.  A big thank you to all who came along 
on the day and donated so kindly to the Project.
The Parents’ Council will hold a music night in the Pembroke Hotel 
on Friday 28th February 2014 and all proceeds will go towards the 
Zambia Project.  More details nearer the date. 
Congrats to the U16 ½ hurlers on their Leinster win and best wishes 
as they go forward to the All-Ireland Semi-Final next March 2014.
Visit our link on the CBS website to keep up to date with what’s 
happening on the Parents’ Council.

PARENTS’ COUNCIL 2013/2014: Claire Mahony, Eileen McGrath, Mary Delahanty, 
Martin Stapleton, Liz Holohan, Carol Keenan, Tim Ryan,John Bourke, Donna Brennan, 
Margie Buckley, Margo Holden, Claire Keogh, Alison Kehoe, Trish White, Mairead McMorrow, 
Mary Gildea,  Pat Breen, John Manning, Jo Brennan, Kieran Kinchella,  Evelyn Murphy.

stuDEnt COunCil FOR thE 
aCaDEmiC yEaR 2013 - 2014
The following students were elected to the Student 
Council for the academic year 2013-2014:

6th Year:  Chris Dunne, Kamil Mazurkiewicz
5th Year:  Seán Lennon, Robbie Murphy
4th Year:  Charlie Deegan, Seán Foley
3rd Year:  Ben Jordan-Shalev, Dean Fitzpatrick
2nd Year:  Jamie Kirwan-Malone, Sean Kenny
1st Year:  Ultan Conroy, Conor Mulhall

Kilkenny CBs First years 2013/2014.



‘Science Week ‘ Junior Winners , Charlie 
Buckley , Daniel Pikurs and David Buckley.

‘Science Week’ Senior Winners, Colin Carthy  
Liam Lanigan and Brian Buckley.

Senior Science Quiz Runners-up, Brian 
Buckley, Gearoid Murphy and James Dooley.

Senior Science Quiz Winners John Courtney, 
Cathal Boland and Liam Maher.

Kilkenny CBS, Corn Ui Dhuill and 
Fr. Cosgrave Champions 2013

CBS students Ben Thompson and Alan Power 
with two members of An Garda Siochana at 
The National Ploughing Championships in
 Co. Laois.

Kilkenny CBS Senior Soccer Squad 2013/2014

Trath na gCeist team members 
Robert Murphy, Kevin Barrett, David Ryan, 
Adrian Kelleher, Sean Heary, Jack Butler,
 Alan Kelly, Alex Broderick.

TY Kayaking Outing on the River Barrow in October.

Senior Debate Team 2013 Chris Dunne, 
Kevin Brennan, Jack Eustace and 
David O’Gorman.



Meánscoil na mBráithre Críostaí, Cill Chainnigh.  
Phone:  056 - 772 1402  Fax:  056 - 776 3652  Email:  cbskk@indigo.ie

Providing a quality learning and living experience is a priority at 
C.B.S., James’s Street, Kilkenny.

COnCERt OF ChRistmas musiC in st JOhn’s ChuRCh

  CaROl sERviCE in BlaCK aBBEy

sixth year student Dale hickey 
making a presentation to 
Geoff meagher, national 
President of st. vincent de Paul.


