
As we approach 
the celebration of 
Christmas 2015, 
in CBS we take 
time out to reflect 
on what has been 
a very positive and 
affirming term 
for the school. As 

always, the months from August to December 
pass quickly, but now is an opportune time to 
celebrate a number of great achievements for 
the CBS Kilkenny community.
Most recently, we are delighted to be included 
on the official Department of Education & 
Skills New Schools Building Program. This 
announcement has come about after many 
years of hard work on the part of the Board 
of Management and very loyal supporters 
and friends of CBS. It is recognition by the 
Department of the importance and relevance 
of the Christian Brother ethos in the city and 
of the long-standing regard and affection 
which Kilkenny people have for CBS. It is 
anticipated that the new building programme 
will signal the opening of a new chapter in 
the illustrious history of CBS Kilkenny.
In the meantime, the site on James’s Street 
undergoes constant improvement. We are 
currently in the middle of a major expansion 
which will provide a new dining area, student 
toilet facilities, refurbished laboratories, 
classroom, offices and recreational space. The 
building contractor, MGM, has gone to great 
efforts to minimise disruption while still 
proceeding apace. We look forward to seeing 
the new facilities open in May 2016.
October marked another great milestone for 
the school when The Brothers’ Field was 
officially opened by Aoghán Ó’Fearghail, 
Uachtarán Chumann Lúthchleas Gael. This 
celebration marked the end of several years 
of fundraising and planning on the part 
of CBS Kilkenny Primary and Secondary 
Schools. Having this first-rate facility at close 
proximity will be of enormous benefit to our 
students as they hone their skills under the 
tutelage of dedicated staff members.
On the sports front our junior hurlers had 
a very good campaign, unfortunately losing 
out in a very well contested Leinster final 
against our near neighbours. Along the way 
they accounted for many highly rated teams 
throughout the province. Our senior hurlers 

had a very good league campaign and will 
now prepare earnestly for what we hope will 
be another successful Championship. We also 
look forward to a busy campaign for both 
Rice Cup and U-141⁄2 panels from January 
2016. Our athletes were placed third in the 
recent national cross country CBS Games, 
and several students continue to represent 
themselves and the school very strongly in 
individual athletic competitions. Our senior 
soccer team continue an unbeaten run, and 
we remain optimistic that they can retain 
their Leinster FAI Cup. Overall we have had 
a busy term with teams representing CBS in 
basketball, handball, golf, soccer, Athletics, 
Gaelic Football and hurling.
On the curricular front, CBS students have 
excelled in the areas of Science, Debating 
and Irish Language. The strength of the 
sciences in CBS persists, with senior teams 
recently securing first, third and fifth place 
in the prestigious ISTA Senior Science quiz. 
CBS competed against more than twenty 
other schools in the Carlow-Kilkenny area. 
The English debating team has progressed 
very well in the renowned Concern Debating 
competition, and we hope the winning 
streak will continue through to the national 
final. Ghlac trí fhoireann ó Mheánscoil 
na mBráithre páirt i gcomórtas Tráth na 
gCeist. Chríochnaigh foireann ó Mhéanscoil 
na mBráithre sa chéad áit, agus beidh an 
fhoireann sin ag glacadh páirte i gCraobh na 
hÉireann i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge 2016. 
[Three teams from CBS took part in the Tráth 
na gCeist competition organised by Feachtas. 
CBS finished in first place, and that team will 
take part in the All Ireland Finals during 
Seachtain na Gaeilge 2016].
In August, as we welcomed our 120 First 
Year students, we also celebrated an excellent 
set of Leaving Cert results from our class 
of 2015. Five students received Entrance 
Awards to UCD in recognition of their 
outstanding results. Furthermore, Luke 
Scanlon was awarded a coveted Ad Astra 
Sports scholarship in UCD, Matthew Lowth 
received a scholarship to NUI Maynooth, and 
Kevin Murphy and Sam Gordon received JP 
McManus Scholarships. This year’s recipients 
of the Tony O’Brien Scholarship, John 
Hanrick and Cathal Brennan, are well settled 
into their new courses in the Smurfit School 
of Business. We salute the students’ hard work 

and their significant personal achievements.
October brought with it the inaugural  Literacy 
Week, which is one strand of our continuing 
drive for School Improvement through 
reflective practice and self-evaluation. 
Students and staff were entertained by, and 
engaged in, literacy pursuits for the week. A 
highlight was a visit by poet, Paul Casey, who 
spoke of his work and the thrills, trials and 
tribulations of a career in the Arts. 
As is tradition in CBS and part of the Edmund 
Rice legacy, very considerable effort is made 
to support those who are less fortunate than 
us. The kindness, commitment and generosity 
of our students always impress. This year, 
the Lourdes team have worked feverishly 
to maximise funds for the annual diocesan 
pilgrimage to Lourdes in May. The St. 
Vincent de Paul hamper program is always 
a very important part of our preparation 
for Christmas, and heralds the start of the 
festive season in CBS. Further afield, former 
Principal Br. Mick O’Donoghue continues 
his hard work in Zambia where the Twalabuka 
project, which provides accommodation for 
teachers and students, is progressing very 
well. 
Most recently, our annual Carol Service 
greatly enriched our festive season. Old 
traditional favourites were mixed with 
modern  hits in an uplifting, happy celebration 
of all things that are good at this time of year. 
It reminds us to be thankful for our own good 
fortune and to be mindful of those who have 
experienced loss or sadness. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with those friends of CBS 
and members of our school community who 
are currently suffering ill-health, and we 
especially wish them health and happiness in 
the New Year. 
On behalf of all of the community of CBS 
Kilkenny, I wish all of our students and their 
families a happy, peaceful Christmas and a 
healthy and joyful New Year. Nollaig Shona 
agus Ath Bhliain go gach duine daoibh.

Tom Clarke
Principal
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TRANSITION YEAR

The present Transition Year (TY) students have now reached almost 
half way through their year. It must be said that in the main they have 
entered into the spirit of TY with gusto and have applied themselves to 
acquiring new skills and to making new friends along the way. This year 
a significant number of students from Spain and Germany have entered 
into the TY Programme and we are glad to report that they have settled 
in well and have been warmly welcomed by their Irish peers. Pedro 
Arriola from Pamplona made his Gaelic Football debut for the Junior 
team recently scoring two goals versus Mountrath Community School.
Earlier this term, all the TY students made the annual pilgrimage to 
Ratheniska for the National Ploughing Championships, enjoyed a wet 
and wonderful excursion kayaking on the River Barrow, laughed their 
heads off to the comedian Ger Carey at his show ‘Inside the Head of A 
Teenager’ in the Watergate, before embarking on guided tours of both 
Glasnevin Cemetery and the Croke Park Museum and Stadium as part 
of the History Module in November.
Each year the TY Programme adapts and progresses responding to the 
impetus of the new cohort and their teachers.  Alison Miller of the Irish 
Ladies Rugby team took TY2 for a sports performance coaching session 
as part of the Sky Sports School Programme. Mark McGrath Classical 
guitarist instructed more than thirty of our students in learning to 
play the ukulele, while Tom Duffy conducted a one day workshop 
dedicated to playing percussion instruments. Many of our TY students 
remain engaged and challenged over this first term pursuing the Bronze 
Medal for Gaisce, while Daniel Blackmore and James Bourke are busy 
preparing their project for the BT Young Scientist Competition. The TY 
students are presently out on Work Experience for two weeks in the run 
up to Christmas. We wish them well in their endeavours and also would 
like to take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to those 
companies and businesses throughout Kilkenny city and environs who 
facilitate placement of approximately one hundred of our students each 
year. 

STUDENT COUNCIL by Aidan Tuohy, Chairperson

The preparation of forming our Student Council began early this 
academic year with classes receiving a talk about the benefits and 
importance of being a representative. The elections took place on 
Thursday October 1st. Students registered, received their ballot 
papers and cast their votes at the polling booths set up in the GP 
room. Once completed, the votes were tallied and our new Student 
Council was elected. A special thank you to Mrs. Nolan-Kennedy 
and the TY pupils for all their work and effort in organising this. The 
elections were followed by a Student Council Leadership Training 
workshop which was facilitated by Mr. Pat Murphy, Leadership 
trainer. During this workshop we elected our officers and we were 
presented with our student council badges. Without doubt, it was a 
very worthwhile and valuable experience for us all.
During the past few weeks we have been working on our garden 
project and preparing for our annual Festive Treats cake sale 
which takes place on Tuesday, December 22nd. We hope to raise a 
substantial amount of money for our local branch of St. Vincent de 
Paul. We are asking our fellow students for their support in helping 
us make this happen.

PARENT’S COUNCIL

The Parents’ Council meets on the first Thursday of every month. 
During these meetings Mr. Clarke presents his Principal’s report and Mr. 
O’Brien presents his Teachers report outlining the activities in which the 
school participated during the previous month forthcoming activities 
for the month ahead. The meetings are generally relaxed where some 
good discussion and debate takes place, covering a very wide range of 
topics relative to school life for our sons. As a group we assist the teachers 
during Parent Teacher meetings and promote co-operation between the 
parents and the school. Being part of this group enables us to be more 
aware of school life and the needs of students and teachers alike.
We share information, ideas and opinions and always come away feeling 
that we know a little more of our sons’ educational experience by being 
part of the Parent’s Council. Contact us if you are in need of any further 
information. We would like to wish students, teachers and parents a very 
Happy Christmas and Peaceful New year.School accommodation in Twalabuka Zambia

Minister Phelan congratulates CBS BOM 
after new school announcement

Lourdes crew organise a Cake Sale: Joe Sheehan, Jamie Kirwan-
Malone, Cian McCormack, Eoghan Ryan, Conor Heary

Irish Tráth na gCeist Team: 
Jack Gargan, Ultan Conroy, Kevin Barrett, Mark Kenny

Literacy Week winners at CBS Kilkenny

CBS Kilkenny Golf TeamBuilding Program

Transition Year students learning the ukulele

Senior English Debating Team: 
Kevin Barrett, Cian Boyle, Jack Lawlor, James Foley-Walsh

Student Council 2015 - 2016

Senior Science Team: 
Philip O’Donnell, Paulo Patricio and Peter Murphy

Official Opening of The Brothers’ Field, Jim Langton Cup final

Junior Hurling Team 2015/16 on Leinster Final Day



Meánscoil na mBráithre Críostaí, Cill Chainnigh.  
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Providing a quality learning and living experience
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G.A.A. president Aoghán Ó’Fearghail cuts the ribbon on The Brothers’ Field

Senior Choir rehearsing for tonight’s Carol Service


