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Our Summer 2015 Newsletter brings the curtain down on what has been 
another fulfilling and thoroughly eventful year in the history of Kilkenny 
C.B.S. At the outset I would like to pay tribute to the various groups of people 
who have worked tirelessly to ensure that 2015 has been such a tremendously 
productive year in so many aspects.  I would like to thank the Board of 
Management, the Parent’s Council, the Staff, the Pupils and their parents 
for their continuous endeavours in sustaining our school’s prominence in 
academic achievement and extra-curricular success. Among the student body 
this year, both the Student’s Council and the ‘Cairdeas’ group continued to 
do highly commendable work and well done to all concerned. In sport our 
hurling teams continue to compete at the highest level. Though silverware 
eluded us this year the performance of our’ unfancied’ Juvenile hurlers in the 
recent Leinster Final won the hearts of many people in the gallant fashion they 
narrowly succumbed by two points having been the better team throughout 
a thrilling match against St. Kieran’s. Provincial Soccer success was achieved 
again this year as our Senior Soccer team won the Leinster Senior Soccer 
title for the second year running beating St.Fintan’s of Sutton in a tense final 
in Leixlip. Well done to Mr. Gerry O’Brien and his squad. David Murphy 
captured a Leinster Athletics title in the 100m and congratulations to him. 
Other notable events included numerous Choir/Musical competitions, 
Debating, Maths Quizzes , Basketball , Handball, the First Year Paris Trip and  
another packed and memorable TY Programme highlighted by the German 
trip . I congratulate Conor Flynn on winning the TY Student of the Year Award 
and all other TY Awards recipients. All TY students are currently engaged in 
their second Work Experience stint.

 Two 5th year students from CBS scooped major awards at this year’s Eircom 
Spider Awards ceremony, Kevin Barrett and Kieran Ryan. The projects, 
websites and digital creativity of the next generation of coders was celebrated 
at the  2015 eircom Junior Spider Awards, held at Facebook HQ in Dublin 
on Monday, the 20th of April, 2015 .Two teams from CBS also qualified for 
the BT Young Scientist competition in January 2015. A team of second year 
students which included Ronan McMorrow, Dean Kiely and Oskar Svalbe 
designed a project that examines the best methodologies to utilise in the area 
of Computer training for senior citizens. A second team from TY comprised 
of Conor Cantwell and Conor Flynn entered a project entitled: Functional 
Movement Training in Young GAA players. The two Conors also submitted 
their project at SciFest in Waterford IT on April 29th 2015 and came away 
with first prize. There was a very high standard in the competition and the 
lads did exceptionally well to emerge as overall winners. The two CBS students 
are now through to a national competition in Dublin in November 2015. Well 
done to both students and continued success in the future.
 
On Wednesday the 25th of March 2015, Sean Heary, Daniel O’Connor and 
Alan Power co-hosted the ERST (Edmund Rice Schools Trust) conference 
held in the Red Cow Moran’s Hotel, Dublin. All CBS schools in Ireland were 
represented at this event. The aim of the conference was to nurture and 
develop the leadership of Students’ Councils, guided by the ethos of Edmund 
Rice. The three students from the Kilkenny CBS Student’s Council delivered 
excellent presentations on the Zambian Immersion Project and the Cycle 
Against Suicide. 

In Debating, following their success over St Kieran’s College, our Senior 
Debating teams prepared themselves for a trip to Carlow. On January 12th 
2015 they travelled to Bagenalstown to oppose the motion ‘Scotland should 
have voted for Independence’. Kilkenny CBS were victorious on the night. 
In all it was a splendid evening and both teams’ performances were of the 
finest quality. Representing the school were David O’Gorman (Captain), 
Kevin Barrett, Jack Lawlor and James Foley-Walsh. On this evening we were 
delighted to have in attendance last year’s captain, Kevin Brennan. Kevin is 

studying Engineering in UCD and regularly debates 
within the Literary and Historical Society there. 

At the 2015 whole School Awards Night we 
honoured many of our students in a wide range 
of categories; curricular, co-curricular and 
extra-curricular and well done to all recipients. 
Congratulations particularly to outstanding 
Leaving Cert. Student Eoin Croghan on receiving 
the McFadden Medal. Eoin has been a tremendous 
student throughout his time in the C.B.S. and he 
epitomises all that is positive about our school and 
is totally deserving of this prestigious recognition. 
Friendly and co-operative at all times, Eoin always engaged positively with his 
teachers and fellow students and we wish him well in his future endeavours.
 
Following the very positive Whole School Evaluation report in 2013 there 
was further affirmation from the DES Inspectorate once again this year when 
the inspection reports in Technology, SPHE and Business were published.  
In the areas of Science and Technology, Simon Bluett achieved first place in 
Ireland in Physics in his Leaving Certificate examination in June 2014.CBS 
student Dylan Dooley also achieved a noteworthy accolade by coming third 
in Technology for his Leaving Cert Exam.

Work on the school building extension has now begun and it is anticipated it 
will continue until Christmas 2015.  It will provide increased accommodation 
in terms of classroom space, student dining facilities and office space as well 
as the refurbishment of student toilet facilities and the school library.  The 
Board of Management continues to focus on the improvement and addition of 
accommodation and facilities as a priority. Minister Jan O’Sullivan, Minister 
for Education and Skills, and Minister Anne Phelan, Junior Minister for 
Rural Affairs, visited CBS Kilkenny on the 6th of May and engaged with staff 
and students.  There was also a meeting with representatives of the school’s 
Board of Management which highlighted the continuing commitment of the 
Department of Education and Skills to the upgrading and improvement of 
school facilities and accommodation.
On Friday May 15th the school showcased its choral and musical talents to a 
large gathering in the school gym. An eclectic mix began with the CBS Pipers 
, followed by a wonderful arrangement of solo performances, brass, strings, 
jazz, rock  culminating with a fabulous rendition of ‘The Drunken Sailor’ by 
the Senior Choir. Well done to Ms. Mandy Dowling, Ms. Catriona Evison and 
Ms. Mary Meaney for organizing a fantastic evening of entertainment.

The annual Kilkenny C.B.S. Golf Classic took place on Friday 15th of May 
at Kilkenny Golf Club and many thanks to all who participated in another 
hugely successful event. Over 60 teams took part. Sincere appreciation to a 
very efficient and hardworking committee composed of parents and staff. The 
support from local businesses was tremendous as usual and we very much 
appreciate the loyalty shown by the people of Kilkenny. Congratulations to 
all prize winners and thanks also to Kilkenny Golf Club for hosting the event 
again this year. The course was in pristine condition.

We wish all our Exam candidates well in their upcoming Junior and Leaving 
Certificate State exams. Mo mhile buiochas do phobal na scoile go leir agus ta 
suil agam go mbainfidh sibh taitneamh as an samhradh.

Mr. Tom Clarke, Principal.



2015 CBS ‘FUN RUN’ in Castle Park
2015 Sports Day at the Watershed. 
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Athletics action from 2015 Sports Day Some TY Students during Sports Day 2015

CBS Brass section during School 
Concert in May

Mr. Ger Morrissey presents the 2015 
‘Vincent Morrissey Memorial Trophy’ 

for Senior Hurling to Kevin Galvin

Conor Flynn and Conor Cantwell accepting 
the Scifest Award at WIT

Mr. Pat Butler accepts the Winners Prize 
on behalf of his team after their victory in the 
CBS Golf Classic from Principal Tom Clarke

Mr. David Beirne (Guest Speaker) presents 
Shane Staunton with the ‘Hennessy Perpetual 

Trophy’ for Juvenile Hurling 2015

Mr. David Beirne presents the 
2015 McFadden Medal to Eoin Croghan

String Section during School Concert 2015
Mr. John Ryan (BOM) presents the 

Senior Soccer Player of the Year Award 
to team captain Mark Slater

Mr. John Ryan (BOM), David Beirne (Guest Speaker), Claire Mahony, Matt Breen (BOM), 
Principal Mr. Tom Clarke and Mr. John Bourke (PC). Claire received this bouquet in 

recognition of her dedication to the Parents’ Council over the years

Mr. Tom Walshe presents the 2015  Senior 
Francis McManus Award to Jack Eustace

Mr. Tom Walshe presents the Junior Francis 
McManus Award to David Buckley

Cllr. William Quinn, Minister Jan O’Sullivan, 
Junior Minister Anne Phelan and CBS Principal Tom Clarke
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Our senior soccer team fi nished a fantastic season by bringing home the U-19 Leinster Champions League Cup. Th e road to the fi nal was long but thrilling as 
our boys emerged victorious in every encounter along the way. Th ey beat St Kieran’s College, Tullow Community School and Presentation Carlow to claim the 
Carlow/Kilkenny Cup for the fourth successive year. Th ey then progressed to the Leinster Quarter Final, lining out against an imposingly physical Newbridge 
side, Patrician S.S. Th is game had all the adrenalin of a fi nal and in a penalty shoot-out that concluded the day it took the sure hands and acrobatics of goalkeeper 
Ross Butler to secure the teams place in the semi-fi nal. Butler saved two penalties. On May 8th, the fi nal was held on the grounds of Leixlip Utd in Kildare. C.B.S 
Kilkenny played St Fintan’s High School of Sutton. Th e weather was bleak but spirits were high, fuelled on by immense student support our team secured the 
prestigious cup for the second time in the school’s history. Th e fi nal fi nished 2-0. Cian Loy found the net twice, ending the game and season in victory for the 
Kilkenny squad. 
Congratulations to the entire panel, mentors Mr. Gerry O’Brien, Mr. Paul O’Brien and Mr. Paul Boyle. Th e panel would also like to extend a special thank you 
to Mr. Edward Hayes and Mr. John Mulhall for their assistance throughout the season.

Kilkenny CBS Juvenile Hurlers 2015
Philomena Byrne presents Johnny Collins 

(representing his brother Peter) with the Declan 
Byrne Memorial Trophy for Junior Hurling

Leinster Senior Soccer Champions 2015
Senior Soccer Manager Gerry O’Brien with CBS 

Principal Tom Clarke at 2015 Awards Night


