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As the curtain closes on another school year 
in Kilkenny CBS we can reflect, with great 
satisfaction and pride, on the achievements of 
our students and staff in curricular and extra-
curricular fields. Initially , I would like to express 
my gratitude to the Board of Management, 
the Parents’ Council, the Student Council, the 
Cairdeas Group, all members of staff, the pupils 
and their parents for the continuous hard work 
and dedication that contributes to the successful   

               functioning of our school.
Kilkenny CBS created its own bit of sporting history in 2014 winning  the 
All-Ireland Junior Hurling title, the ‘Niall McInerney Cup’ for the first time in 
atrocious conditions in Dungarvan on March 29th. The Seniors, having been 
crowned Leinster Champions for the second year in succession,  made it to an 
unprecedented third All-Ireland Senior Final in a row. Unfortunately the big 
prize eluded us again but the consistency of high level performing of recent 
years highlights the continued dedication of our hurlers and their mentors 
to the ancient game. More history was made when our Juvenile Hurlers also 
qualified for the Leinster Final but came up short on the day as Kilkenny 
CBS featured in all three Leinster Hurling Finals in the same year for the first 
time. Progress indeed. Well done to all involved as we look forward to new 
challenges in September. 
Our Senior Soccer team created their own bit of history by winning the Carlow/
Kilkenny District League for the third year in a row beating Presentation 
Carlow 6-1 in the final. Congratulations to all concerned. In equestrian sport 
Philip O’Donnell secured the Senior All-Ireland Singles title in Hunter Trials, 
his third All-Ireland title in four years. Our U-16 Basketball team won the 
South-East Regional Final and well done to Lucy Ryan and her players. In 
Santry Stadium our athletes had tremendous success in the Leinster Schools 
Athletics Competitions with David Murphy, Craig Byrne, Colm Murphy, 
Darragh Roberts and Kieran Ryan all in the medals with David Murphy the 
outstanding achiever with a gold and two silvers. 
Under the auspices of Gerard Morrissey the 2013/2014 Transition Year 
Programme was, as usual, eventful and enjoyable for all participants which 
included a visit to the National Ploughing Championships, theatre visits, 
kayaking, the history visit to Dublin and of course the annual German trip 
to Bavaria. All TY students are currently engaged in their second Work 
Experience Programme and we thank all the local businesses and employers 
for facilitating our students in this valuable and beneficial programme. An 
enjoyable TY Awards night was held in the school  on Wednesday May 14th 
and numerous prizes and awards were presented in various categories by guest 
speaker Mr. Stephen Peers, Development Officer for Gaisce in the Leinster 
Region. Fullest congratulations to the outstanding TY Student of the Year, 
Craig Byrne, who received the Spirit of TY Award.
Following a very successful year for our choirs last year, 2014 surpassed all 
expectation with further numerous trophies and awards achieved throughout 
the year at different age levels.  The most notable successes in this field were 
winning the ‘Rena Brett Cup’, the ‘Smithwick Cup’ and the ‘Fr. Sheerin Cup’. 
The Senior Choir were awarded the Best Performance accolade during the 
Kilkenny Music Festival. Many thanks to Ms. Mandy Dowling and Ms. 
Catriona Evison for their unstinting devotion to music and singing in the CBS. 
Congratulations also to Jack White and Sean Grace on receiving the Senior 
Music Award at the Awards Night and to Sean Heary and Robbie Murphy for 
their awards in the Junior category.
The second Zambia Immersion Project took place in April this year. Nine 
CBS students made the trip to West Africa in the company of teachers Mr. 
Pat Downey, Ms. Nora King, Ms. Derarca Maguire and Claire Mahony of the 
Parents’ Council. This group spent ten days, in the company of Bro. Mick 
O’Donoghue, visiting schools and other projects that CBS Kilkenny has raised 
funds for over the years. We thank everyone who has contributed to this very 

worthwhile CBS project. The students who travelled were evidently moved 
by the poverty they witnessed in Zambia and their overall experience was 
eloquently and vividly conveyed in a speech by Barry Hennessy at the Awards 
Night.
On Tuesday April 29th a very colourful army of cyclists arrived in the school 
yard for much-needed refreshments organised by Ms. Lucy Ryan and a 
troop of helpers. Principal Tom Clarke and Mayor Martin Brett welcomed 
the ‘Cycle Against Suicide ‘campaigners and 800 cyclists who took a break in 
their journey from Dublin to Waterford, raising awareness of suicide on their 
way. There were some very insightful and honest talks given to hundreds of 
our pupils in the gym on suicide and general mental health issues. ‘Secret 
Millionaire’ Jim Breen introduced the speakers and all were extremely well-
received.
The Annual CBS Awards Night took place on Wednesday May 21st in the 
school gym. The night was a tremendous success as we acknowledged and 
celebrated the varied and many talents of our students. Mr. Geoff Meagher, 
National President of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Director of 
the Edmund Rice Schools Trust was our Guest Speaker on the night. CBS 
Principal Tom Clarke welcomed everyone and CBS Chaplain Fr. Jim Murphy 
read the opening prayer. The CBS Pipe Band, CBS Jazz Band  and Senior Choir 
provided some wonderful musical interludes throughout the evening. We 
congratulate all students on winning their various awards, too numerous to 
mention here, but as ever, pride of place must go to the 2014 McFadden Medal 
winner Paddy Deegan. This coveted award is presented to the outstanding 
Sixth Year student for  his overall contribution to the CBS during his six years 
in the school. Paddy Deegan’s  gentlemanliness and positive demeanour allied 
to his courage and leadership on the hurling pitch made him this year’s most 
popular choice. As per tradition, the McFadden Medal winner addresses the 
congregation at the Leaving Cert Graduation Mass and on Thursday last, 
Paddy spoke with great sincerity and cordiality about his CBS experience 
and expressed his gratitude to everyone on the CBS staff. He emphasised the 
mutual respect that existed between pupils and teachers during his six years 
on James’s Street. We pay tribute to Paddy and his family and we wish him 
every success possible in his future sporting and academic pursuits. Paddy’s 
sporting prowess also won him the Vincent Morrissey Memorial Trophy for 
the best Senior Hurler of 2014. Other notable prize winners on the night were 
Chris Kavanagh who won the Declan Byrne Memorial Trophy for Junior 
Hurling, Conor Heary who won the Hennessy Perpetual Trophy for Juvenile 
Hurling, Andrew Wall who won the Senior Soccer Award, Sean Coughlan 
who won the Junior Francis McManus Literary Award and Jack Eustace 
for the Senior Francis McManus Literary Award, to mention but a few. The 
CBS would like to applaud all participants and organisers for their efforts in 
making this annual event so successful.
The annual Kilkenny CBS Golf Classic took place on Friday 23rd of May at 
Kilkenny Golf Club and many thanks to all who participated in another hugely 
successful event.  The support from local businesses is very much appreciated 
by everyone in the CBS.  Congratulations to all prize winners and thanks also 
to Kilkenny G.C. for hosting the event again this year.  A special thanks to Ms. 
Mairead Phelan, School Secretary, for looking after tee times and schedules 
for this annual event.
As we approach the concluding stages of the 2013-14 academic year we 
reflect on what has again been a most eventful and successful period for 
the entire school community and we wish all our exam candidates well in 
their upcoming Junior and Leaving Certificate Exams and we look forward 
to selecting another batch of Leaving Certs for the Tony O’Brien Business 
Scholarships to the Quinn School of Business in U.C.D. 
Mo mhíle buíochas do phobal na scoile go léir ag tá súil agam go mbainfidh 
sibh taitneamh as an samhradh.

Mr. Tom Clarke, Principal.



2014 Zambia Immersion Project Group at the Irish Embassy in Lusaka. Mr. Pat Downey, Ms. Nora King, Evan Stapleton, Philip O’Donnell, 
Claire Mahony, Andy Gaffney, Irish Ambassador to Zambia Finbar O’Brien, Ben Thompson, John Hanrick, Barry Heffernan, Patrick Grace, 

Sean Connolly, Jack Lawlor, Ms. Derarca Maguire and Bro. Mick O’Donoghue.
Kilkenny CBS First Years on their way to Montmartre during the Paris Trip in May

Victorious CBS U-16 Basketball Squad 2014 Back L to R, Miguel Dominguez, 
Eddie Byrne, Evan Stapleton, Ms. Lucy Ryan, Rory Phillips, Eric Gordon and 
Alfonso Carrillo. Front L to R, Jack Gargan, Shane McGeary, Kevin Power, 
Sean Heary and Nil Condemines-Xapelli.

CBS Senior Soccer Captain Andrew Wall accepts the Carlow/
Kilkenny District League Trophy as CBS claimed this title for 
the third consecutive year in 2014.

Awards Night 2014 - Mr. Geoff 
Meagher presents the 2014 
McFadden Medal to Paddy Deegan.

CBS Joint Captains Marc Drennan and Conor 
Doheny accept the ‘Niall McInerney Cup’ from 
Mary McInerney following an historic All-Ireland 
Junior Hurling victory over Midleton CBS  in 
Fraher Field in Dungarvan in March this year.

Winners of Rev.C.J. Sherin perpetual trophy for the most 
outstanding choir of the Kilkenny Music Festival 2014

TY Co-ordinator Gerard Morrissey, Gaisce Dev. Officer Stephen Peers, TY Student 
of the Year Craig Byrne, Ms. Lucy Ryan, Mr. Tom Clarke, Mr. Matt Breen, B.O.M.

2014 CBS Lourdes Group; Back Row: James Foley-Walsh, Jack Ormond and Kevin 
Rowe. Front Row: Ms. Deirdre Roche, Joe Murphy, Richie McEvoy, Craig Byrne, 
Darren Dawson and Ms. Anna Colleton. ( Missing from photo, Rory White).
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All-Ireland Maths Quiz Senior Finalists 2014, Liam Maher,  
John Courtney, Dylan Dooley and Simon Bluett.

Awards Night 2014 Sinead Morrissey presents the 
Vincent Morrissey Memorial Trophy for 

Senior Hurling to Paddy Deegan.

John Hanrick, Bill Sheehan, Ms. Lucy Ryan, Principal Tom Clarke 
and Eoin Byrne during the ‘Cycle Against Suicide’ visit to CBS.

Leinster Schools Athletics medallists 2014, 
Craig Byrne, Colm Murphy, David Murphy, 

Daragh Roberts and Kieran Ryan

Mr. Paul O’Flynn organising the start for CBS Third 
Years at the 2014 CBS FUN Run in Castle Park.


