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At the outset I would like to pay tribute to the various 
groups of people who have worked tirelessly to ensure 
that 2013 has been such a tremendously fruitful year 
on so many fronts.  I would like to thank the Board 
of Management, the Parents’ Council, the Staff, the 
Pupils and their parents for their enduring efforts 
in sustaining our school’s prominence in academic 
achievement and extra-curricular success. Among 
the student body this year both the Student’s Council 
and the ‘Cairdeas’ group continued to do highly 
commendable work and well done to all concerned.  
The determination to succeed has never been more 
evident in the fact, when one considers the success 

of our Senior hurlers in winning the Leinster League and Championship titles 
and reaching  successive All-Ireland Finals, the Senior Soccer team retained 
their Carlow/Kilkenny title, the continuing prominence of our Equestrian 
team, the basketballers trip to Dingle,  the burgeoning success of our choirs 
and musical talent, the hugely successful production of ‘Donalbain’ by the 
TY Drama group, the First Year Paris Trip, another memorable TY German 
Trip, the ongoing development of the ‘Primary School Pitch’, to mention 
but a few. I want to take the opportunity here to congratulate the 2012-2013 
Transition Year cohort of students for their work in such a wide range of 
initiatives and on their achievements in so many areas as is evident in the 
many presentations made at the TY Awards Night on May 16th. I would like 
to single out two groups within the cohort for their significant efforts and 
achievements - our TY Drama group who were awarded 2nd place in the 
National Finals of the All-Ireland Transition Year Festival at the Briery Gap in 
Macroom for their production of  ‘Donalbain’ with Jack Eustace receiving the 
Best Performance Award  in the role of Donalbain.  Each year our Transition 
Year students are facilitated to develop an appreciation for the performing 
arts while they discover their own individual creative gifts and strengths.  
Drama and stage performance are mediums through which students gain 
the confidence to express themselves and master the skills of inter and intra-
personal communication, teamwork and artistic integrity.  I want to pay a 
special tribute to Ms. Mary Meaney for her patience, dedication and expertise 
in presiding over a new group each year and investing bundles of energy and 
enthusiasm to bring continuous success to our Transition year students. Ms. 
Mandy Dowling and Ms. Catriona Evison consistently do amazing work also 
in preparing students for stage performances in both music and choir.
I want also to applaud the efforts of a small group of TY students, Joe Neill,  
David O’Gorman Darragh O’Byrne and Liam Jamieson who achieved 
significant recognition firstly in the BT Young Scientist exhibition and later in 
the Young Environmentalist Awards with their research into the ecology of the 
local area in Kilkenny. Their ‘Ecoploring’ website, which is about ecological 
issues of Kilkenny has enabled them to forge links with the ‘Keep Kilkenny 
Beautiful’ Committee as part of a partnership to promote Kilkenny City.  I 
would like to thank Ms. Mary B. Lennane, Mr. John O’Neill and Mr. Ger 
Morrissey for their work in supporting these students and facilitating them 
to participate and advance in these competitions. Fifth Year Student Simon 
Bluett went to Phoenix Arizona accompanied by his Technology teacher PJ 
McCormack for a week in May for the Intel Science and Technology Awards 
Fair. Simon was one of the youngest finalists at 16 years of age !
I would like to pay tribute to the staff of the school for their guidance, vision 
and determination in facilitating students to engage in so many different 
initiatives. Indeed there is a great team of staff involved in making the TY 
programme such a memorable and action-packed year and I would like to 
acknowledge their ongoing efforts to up-skill and to engage in new initiatives.  
Especially, I would like to thank Mr. Ger Morrissey, Programme Co-ordinator 
and all the teachers involved in providing such a comprehensive range of 
programmes and activities. The TY Awards Night was another resounding 
success and I would like to thank former Lord Mayor of Kilkenny and 
Chairperson of ‘Keep Kilkenny Beautiful’, Mr. David Fitzgerald, for his 
valuable contribution on the night.
On Wednesday May 22nd the school gym was prepared for the 2013 Annual 
Awards Ceremony and a huge crowd gathered as we celebrated academic 
successes and the outstanding achievements of our students across an array 
of interests including sport, music, literature and drama to mention but a few. 
The Guest Speaker on the night was Mr. Michael Coady the irish poet and 

short story writer from Carrick-on-Suir. The former Professor of Irish Studies 
at Villanova University and winner of the Patrick Kavanagh Poetry Award 
in 1979 assisted in the presentation of awards and presented three signed 
copies of his latest works to the school library. In his speech Mr. Coady spoke 
openly and honestly about the importance of language and storytelling. In 
this year of celebrating literacy in Kilkenny C.B.S. Mr. Coady’s presence was 
indeed appropriate, relevant and reverberating. We congratulate all students 
on winning their various awards , too many to mention here, but as ever, pride 
of place must go to the 2013 McFadden Medal Winner, Conor  Brassil. Earlier 
in the evening Conor enthralled the audience with his incredible voice and the 
spontaneous cheer from the students when his name was announced said it 
all about this wonderful young man. Many thanks Conor for brightening up 
our school during your 6 years on James’s Street. The Senior Choir brought the 
curtain down on another greatly entertaining Awards Night.   
A draft report of the whole-school evaluation completed by the Inspectorate of 
the Department of Education and Skills in February 2013 which has just been 
received is exceptionally positive.  The Board of Management are particularly 
appreciative of the numerous aspects of school life which are commended 
throughout - It is equally appreciative that the diligence, professionalism 
and dedication of each and every member of the school community is 
acknowledged and affirmed.  It is commendable that each constituent - staff 
- both teaching and ancillary, students, parents, Board of Management and 
Trustees are highlighted as individually and collectively contributing to the 
excellence which characterises CBS Kilkenny. The following are just some of 
the observations contained in the draft report;

‘The school offers a broad and balanced curriculum programme to provide 
for the needs of the student population.  During the course of the  evaluation 
students presented as being courteous and respectful.’

‘Significant emphasis is placed on student leadership roles.’

‘Excellent structures are in place to systematically analyse student 
performance in examinations by school management and staff.’

‘School staff is commended for its professionalism, commitment and 
willingness to engage with school development and organisation, ensuring 
that the needs of the school and students are prioritised. ’

This report simply reflects the positivity and work ethos of Kilkenny C.B.S.

The annual Kilkenny CBS Golf Classic took place on Friday 24th at Kilkenny 
Golf Club and many thanks to all who participated in another hugely 
successful event. The support from local businesses in difficult economic 
times was astounding and we very much appreciate the loyalty shown by the 
people of Kilkenny. Congratulations to all prize winners and thanks also to 
Kilkenny G.C. for hosting the event again this year.

As we approach the concluding stages of the 2012-2013 academic year we 
reflect on what has again been a most eventful and successful period for 
the entire school community and we wish all our exam candidates well in 
their upcoming  Junior and Leaving Certificate tests and we look forward 
to selecting another batch of Leaving Certs for the Tony O’Brien Business 
Scholarships to the Quinn School of Business in U.C.D.  Mo mhile buiochas 
do phobal na scoile go leir agus ta suil agam go mbainfidh sibh taitneamh as 
an samhradh.
Mr. Tom Clarke, Principal.
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Guest Speaker Mr. Michael Coady presents Jack White 
with the Senior Francis MacManus Literary Award.

Mr. Tom Walshe presents the Senior Music Award 
to James McGlynn.

 Mr. Eddie Holohan presents the Senior 
Soccer Award to Edward Teehan.

Mr. Eddie Holohan presents the Senior Rugby Award 
to Sean Moran.

Mr. Eddie Holohan presents the Hennessey Perpetual 
Cup for Juvenile Hurling to Conor Flynn.

 Mrs. Philomena Byrne presents 
the Declan Byrne Memorial 
Trophy for Junior Hurling 
to Luke Scanlon.

Mr. Nicky Morrissey presents the Vincent Morrissey 
Memorial Trophy for Senior 
Hurling to Kevin Kenny.

Guest Speaker Mr. Michael Coady presents Cian Boyle 
with the Junior Francis MacManus Literary Award.

Parents’ Council Chairperson 
Claire O’Mahony presents the 
Best Leaving Certificate Award 
to Kyrill Chulak.

Parents’ Council member 
Breda Brosnan presents 
Adrian Kelliher and Sam Gordon 
with the Best Junior Cert Award.

Guest Speaker Mr. Michael Coady presents the McFadden Medal 
to Conor Brassil in the presence of CBS Principal Tom Clarke.



TRANSITION YEAR 2013
Another busy and activity-filled Transition Year culminated on Thursday May 16th with a hugely entertaining TY Awards Night in the school gymnasium. 
TY Co-ordinator Mr. Gerard Morrissey welcomed the large audience and particularly the Guest Speaker for the night former Lord Mayor of Kilkenny and 
Chairperson of ‘Keep Kilkenny Beautiful’, Mr. David Fitzgerald. The ceremony was beautifully punctuated throughout with some stunning contributions from 
the TY Choir and musicians. Many of the TY students showcased their public speaking talents. Jack Eustace eloquently spoke of his particular experience of 
Transition Year and Robert Keenan confidently demonstrated his ‘Virtual Portfolio’, something every TY student compiled during the year. Mr. Fitzgerald 
described the C.B.S. as an ‘exceptional school’ and he paid particular tribute to the three students, Darragh O’Byrne, Joe Neill and David O’Gorman on reaching 
the finals of ‘Eco- Unesco’ in Dublin. ‘Keep Kilkenny Beautiful’ has adopted the boys’ ‘Ecoploring’ website in their quest for National Awards in the Tidy Towns 
Competition. There was a very interesting drama interlude from the TY Drama Group called ‘Titanic’. Mr. Fitzgerald then presented all the TY students with 
their TY Certificates before assisting in the presentation of the major awards. Jack Eustace received the TY Drama award. Matthew Lowth was presented with 
the TY Music Award. Deputy Principal Ann Walsh presented Colin Carthy with the ‘Tomi Reichtenal TY History’ Award. Robert Keenan, Eoin Croghan, Cathal 
O’Dwyer- O’Brien and Brian Hutchinson were all presented awards for their ‘Virtual Portfolios’. The ‘Eco-ploring’ trio were awarded the ‘Enterprise Award’ . Ms. 
Anna Colleton presented Bill Cuddihy with the ‘Special Merit ‘Award for his trojan work fundraising for the upcoming Lourdes Pilgrimage. Ms. Liz Fitzgerald 
representing St. Patrick’s Special School presented Andrew Gaffney with the ‘Community Care’ Award and finally the ‘Spirit of TY Award’ went to Antonio 
Artini . Antonio encapsulated all that Transition Year represented throughout the year and was thoroughly deserving of this award. Principal Tom Clarke 
thanked all teachers associated with TY and paid tribute to Mr. Morrissey’s hard work in devising the TY Programme. Mr. Clarke also thanked Ms. Dowling and 
Ms. Evison for their tireless work in preparing the choir and musicians and he then invited everyone to the GP Room for light refreshments.

TY Co-ordinator Gerard Morrissey 
addresses the audience at Awards Night.

Enterprise Award winners for ‘Ecoploring’, Joe Neill, 
Darragh O’Byrne and David O’Gorman with Mr. David 
Fitzgerald

 Jack Eustace accepts the TY Drama Award 
from Ms. Mary Meaney and Mr. David Fitzgerald

Deputy Principal Ann Walsh presents Colin Carthy 
with the Tomi Reichental History Award

Ms. Anna Colleton presents Bill Cuddihy 
with the Special Merit Award

Virtual Portfolio winner Cathal O’Dwyer-O’Brien 
receives his award from Mr.David Fitzgerald.

Virtual Portfolio winner Brian Hutchinson 
accepts his award from Mr. David Fitzgerald

Virtual Portfolio winner Robert Keenan 
accepts his award from Mr. David Fitzgerald

Virtual Portfolio Wiiner Eoin Croghan 
receives his award from Mr. David Fitzgerald

TY Student of the Year Antonio Artini receiving 
his award from Mr. David Fitzgerald

2013 Lourdes Pilgrimage Group - 
Ms. Anna Colleton, Hugh Lennon, Bill Cuddihy, 
Ben Langton, Rory Brosnan, Mark O’Neill, Calvin 
O’Brien, David O’Brien and Mr. Stephen Murphy.

 Community Care Award winner Andrew Gaffney
 receives his award from 
Liz Fitzgerald from 
St. Patrick’s Special School.



Meánscoil na mBráithre Críostaí, Cill Chainnigh.  
Phone:  056 - 772 1402  

Fax:  056 - 776 3652  
Email:  cbskk@indigo.ie

Providing a quality learning and living experience 

is a priority at C.B.S., James’s Street, Kilkenny.

Right: 
Kilkenny CBS 
students outside 
Stade de France 
during their 
Paris Trip 2013

Left: 
All smiles after 
the 5k ‘Fun Run’ 
in Castle Park on 
May 2nd

Back; Gary Bryan, Paul Delahanty, Paddy Deegan, Jamie Byrne, Cathal McGrath, Jason Carroll, 
Gary Kelly, Conor Cleere, Shane Cuddihy, Evan Cody, Niall Mullins, Chris Kavanagh, Paddy Cahill.

Middle; Niall Tyrrell, Gerard Morrissey, Daragh Houlihan, Andrew Gaffney, Corey Cahill, Dylan Scott, 
Robbie Buckley, Danny Bolger, Daniel O’Driscoll, Robbie O’Driscoll, Matt Ruth, Pat Treacy.

Front; David Kennedy-Cleere, Kevin Galvin, Darren Knox, Matthew McWey, Luke Scanlon, 
Robbie Fitzpatrick(Captain), Michael Power, JP Treacy, Kevin Kenny, Huw Lawler, Conor Doheny.
MISSING FROM PHOTO: Criomthain Bergin.


