Kilkenny C.B.S.
Christmas Newsletter 2011
FOREWORD Christmas 2011
Our Christmas 2011 school newsletter affords all members of our
school community an opportunity to keep up to date with the various
curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities of our school.
In this academic year to date we have had many opportunities to
applaud the efforts and commitment of our students and to celebrate
their many and varied achievements and abilities.
The development of the sports field adjacent to the Primary School
in co-operation with the CBS Primary school is a significant project
that will no doubt have a very positive impact on our community,
facilitating our students to train and to play sports in a pitch that is in
close proximity to our school. The weekly lotto to which a majority
of parents contribute on a weekly basis is a resounding success and
an initiative that I hope you will continue to support in to the
future. I would like to pay tribute to past staff member and former
Deputy Principal Mr. Sean Breathnach for his continued efforts in coordinating the weekly lotto draw. I would like to thank also the many
students and staff who are involved in the co-ordination of the draw
‘on the ground’ in the school each week.
The Zambian Immersion Project continues to gather momentum as
we begin to finalise travel arrangements for the ten students and five
staff members who will travel there in Easter 2012. There has been a
huge effort from all members of the school community to generate
awareness of the significance of the school’s first immersion experience
and indeed a very well organised fundraising project with all partners
within the school community contributing enormously to its success
to-date. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the school’s
very dynamic Parents’ Association for all of their efforts to-date in
this initiative but particularly for the huge energy and commitment
in organising their very successful Style Night in October. I want
also to register my appreciation to both staff and students for their
imaginative and sustained effort in terms of both public relation and
fundraising contribution to the success of this initiative. Mr. Pat
Downey’s leadership in driving this project is infectious and has given
clear focus to all involved across the school community.
The real school business of teaching and learning continues to progress
alongside the various co-curricular and extra-curricular programmes.
The huge investment in Information Technology facilitates the
integration of I.T. into the curriculum and has given impetus to
staff to introduce new teaching methodologies – the new ‘moodle’
programme being a case in point which will facilitate students to avail
of additional resources through the use of the school’s website. The
introduction of the new monthly ‘Effort and Commitment’ reports
for second and fifth year students is another welcome development
that provides regular feedback to parents on students’ engagement
with the learning process at regular intervals
I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate John Brennan,
Paulstown, son of Paddy and Margaret, who was presented with
the inaugural Tony O’Brien Scholarship award on December 16th.
John, who completed his Leaving Certificate in June 2011, is now
studying Commerce and French at the Quinn School of Business,
UCD. There will be three further scholarship awards made available
to the present cohort of sixth year students – each award granting
the recipient a bursary of approx. 9,000 euro per year through their

Victorious Junior Hurling captain Niall Mullins and
Principal Tom Clarke with the Fr. Cosgrave Cup 2011
degree programme. Again, in paying tribute to Mr. Tony O’Brien and
his wife Frances, I thank them for choosing Kilkenny CBS to be the
beneficiary of their generosity and I salute them for their vision in
investing in the education of our graduates.
In a year in which the real impact of the cutbacks in the Education
budget began to bite I would like to thank the school’s staff for their
generosity in contributing to the rich and varied co-curricular and
extra-curricular programme of the school. In a term in which there
have been so many positives in music, charity initiatives, debating,
enterprise, drama and sport I would like to single out for special
mention our under 16 ½ hurlers who recaptured the Leinster A Cup
after a thrilling victory over Kieran’s College in a memorable final.
Mr. Billy Walsh who has been the school’s caretaker since 2002 will
retire at Christmas and I would like to thank him for his dedication
and loyalty to the school over the years. Billy, who has been an
extremely popular member of the school community, was a dedicated
member of staff who was always willing to go the extra mile to solve
whatever issue may arise. Billy will be sadly missed by all members of
the school community and we wish him many years of happiness and
health in his retirement.
In extending my best wishes to all members of the school community
for Christmas 2011 and indeed for the new year ahead I want to
acknowledge and pay tribute to the generous support that parents
continue to give, even in these challenging and difficult times. The
encouragement and motivation provided by parents and the value
placed on education in the home is crucial to the success of our
student population.
Nollaig Shona do gach duine daoibh.
Tom Clarke.
(Principal)

2011 U-15 ‘60 x 30’ HANDBALL ALL-IRELAND WINNERS
CONOR LYONS , PAULY CLIFFORD AND ADAM CLIFFORD

LANGTON SHIELD WINNERS 2011
Below: Michael Stack and Paul O’Donoghue
presenting Denis Leamy’s World Cup
jersey to Keith Malone

Above: Junior Hurling management Paul O’Flynn
Gerard Morrissey and Niall Tyrell with captain Niall Mullins.

Principal Tom Clarke and Jim Langton Jnr. Presenting

Pat Downey, Susan Hennessy,
Paul O’Donoghue, Tom Clarke

The Langton Shield to CBS Captain Conor Doheny

with the greyhound Sapling

(September 2011)

donated for Zambia Immersion
Project fundraiser.

FIRST YEARS NORESIDE WALK SEPTEMBER 2011
WITH SOME MEMBERS OF ‘CAIRDEAS’.

CBS PARENTS’ COUNCIL REPORT
The CBS Parents’ Council meet on the first Thursday
of every month at 8 p.m. in the school.
The first meeting of the 2011-2012 school year was
held on Thursday 8th September 2011. This meeting
concentrated on planning for the forthcoming
fundraiser event on 13th October 2011 in the Newpark
Hotel for the CBS Zambia Immersion Project.

A.G.M.
STYLE NIGHT,
NEWPARK HOTEL, 13TH OCTOBER
2011 – FUNDRAISER FOR ZAMBIA
A Style Night was held in the Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny
on Thursday 13th October, organised by the Parents’
Council, for the CBS Zambia Immersion Project and
fashion icon from Carlow, Ms. Faith Amond, was
on hand to offer her expert advice on all aspects of
fashion and style. McCauley’s from High Street and
Peter Marks, Market Cross, also offered advice on
makeup and hair.
There were approx. 340 people in attendance in
the Newpark Hotel for the Style Night. Claire
Mahony, Chairperson, CBS Parents’ Council, started
proceedings by welcoming everyone and then went
on to briefly outline what the Zambia Immersion
Project was all about. This was followed by a musical
performance by a group of boys from the CBS who
thoroughly entertained the audience and got a great
reception. Ms. Faith Amond then took over and the
remainder of the evening was all about style, fashion,
hair and makeup. There were 10 models on the
catwalk on the night, made up of teachers and Parents’
Council members. Mr. Tom Clarke, Principal of the
CBS, spoke at the end of the evening and thanked
everyone for their support and thanked the Parents’
Council for organising the event. He spoke about the
CBS Zambia Immersion Project and referred to the
WaSH Programme which is all about providing water,
sanitation and hygiene to a number of schools in
Zambia. The more funds that can be raised, the more
schools can be helped through the WaSH Programme.
The Style Night was a terrific success and raised over
6500 Euros. The Council was very appreciative of the
generosity of local businesses which kindly donated
fabulous raffle prizes and those who helped in other
ways through promotion of the event.

The AGM of the Council was held on 6th October
2011 and there was a very good attendance at this
meeting. Following the AGM, Mr. Karl O’Reilly
from AWARE spoke on the subject of depression and
mental illness in teenagers and adults. He outlined the
signs and symptoms of depression and spoke of the
different types of depression that can affect a person.
It was a very informative and interesting talk and the
audience was involved through group discussion etc.
Tea and refreshments were served after the meeting.

PARENTS’ COUNCIL MEETING
10TH NOVEMBER 2011
The first meeting of the school year following the
AGM for 2010-2011 was held on Thursday 10th
November and again there was a very good attendance
on the night. Claire Mahony, Chairperson, Gerda
McInerney, Secretary, Eileen McGrath, Treasurer,
Mary Delahanty, PRO all agreed to stay on in their
positions for the coming year.
After the meeting Mr. Tom Clarke, Principal, on
behalf of the school, offered wine, tea, coffee and
refreshments to all in appreciation of the efforts of
the Parents’ Council in making the Style Night such
a great success.
PARENTS’ COUNCIL: Carol Keenan, Gerda McInerney, Eileen McGrath, Liz Holohan, Claire
Mahony, Mary Delahanty, Pat Murphy, Mary Gaffney, Deirdre McGrath, Fiona McGeary,
Martin Stapleton.
Missing from photo: Helen Barrett, Geraldine Bourke, Deirdre Bateman, Donna Brennan,
Breda Brosnan, Samantha Dolan, Noel Frawley, Mary Gittens, Margo Holden, Claire Keogh,
Eamon Lawlor, Mary O’Hara, Angela Ormond, Mairead Pierce, Trish White.

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT
The Student Council elections took place on 5th of October. As per established electoral process two members
from each year were democratically elected by all members of the student population. In the first meeting of the
Student Council, the council officers were chosen. The officers for the academic year 2011/2012 were selected as
follows:
Chairperson: 		
Vice Chairperson:

Ryan Hitchcock
Joe Bollard

Secretary: 		
Treasurer: 		
P.R. Team: 		
Student Council
Committee Members:

James McGlynn
Ronan Doheny
Cathal Boland, Adrian Kapczynski and John Connick
Pádraig Browne, Aaron Purcell, Jack Lawlor, Paul Lanigan and Shaun Wallace.

So far this year the Student Council have attended a Student Council training module, organised a table quiz for
Transition Years in aid of the Zambian Immersion Project, sold Christmas treats in the yard in aid of St.Vincent
De Paul, presented Mr. Billy Walshe with a gift of money donated by students throughout the C.B.S. towards a
trip to Medjugorje upon his retirement and most importantly set up our own Student Council website.

CBS KILKENNY ZAMBIAN
IMMERSION PROJECT
CHRISTMAS 2011 REPORT
This project was initiated by Principal Mr Tom Clark
at Easter 2011. He convened a meeting with four staff
members (initially) to launch the idea. The proposal
was met with a degree of scepticism given the economic
downturn and the fact that we, as a school, had not
undertaken this project previously. He presented us with
the Immersion Guidelines as being the blueprint for the
success of this project. From this meeting it was decided
that the first priority was to make the staff aware of the
proposal and to assess the reaction of staff/willingness
to try this new idea . Soon afterwards a very informative
power point presentation was given by Ms. Sinead
Muldoon of Thurles C.B.S. (Sinead had previously
embarked on the Immersion Project with her own
school). The response from staff was overwhelmingly
positive while acknowledging that the current recession
was not going to make the task an easy one. A twelve
member committee was formed representing a wide
spectrum of age and interests within the staff. Lunch
time meetings were held on a twice weekly basis in order
to establish the best way to proceed. The Project was then
presented to the Board of Management as a matter of due
process and was approved enthusiastically. Fundraising
could now begin in earnest and applications were sought
from students from Transition Year and Fifth Year who
were interested in becoming involved. In excess of 50
young men expressed a serious interest in putting their
time and effort into the Immersion Project and from
this cohort 10 would ultimately be chosen to travel to
Zambia in 2012 for a two week Immersion experience.
Many students embarked on personal fundraising efforts
which continued throughout the Summer months. The
first large scale fundraiser took place during ‘Africa Day’
on The Parade. This was followed by further fundraising
during the 2 day Sheepshearing Festival at Cillin Hill
during the June Bank Holiday weekend and both
ventures contributed to a very successful beginning.
The Parents’ Council provided the avenue for access to
this well-attended local event.
The Parents’ Council themselves also embarked on
a separate fundraising event in mid October. They
organised and ran a very effective “Style Night” which
raised €6555. Apart from the very obvious monetary
benefit it was a pleasure for all committee and staff to
work closely with this excellent and enthusiastic parent
group and their endeavours achieved much more than

Pat Downey in concert at Cillín Hill.
‘One more cup of coffee before I go’ during the Sheepshearing Festival in June 2011

financial reward. They enhanced the existing spirit of
community to the benefit of all. Again a power point
presentation was prepared to support their efforts,
our school choir “stole the night” and our young men
were exemplary in their selling of raffle tickets. The
Immersion Committee and the greater staff organised
a Greyhound Benefit Night at Kilkenny Greyhound
Stadium on Friday October 28th. This event again was
a major success. Here most of the local businesses were
approached for sponsorship and very many staff, outside
of the committee of twelve , willingly sought sponsorship.
Again computers and e-mail technology were employed
and contributed significantly to the organisation of this
event. The committee decided that it was essential that
sponsors be thanked in a genuine and special way given
the hardships that they were experiencing economically.
To this end a letter of thanks including complimentary
tickets were posted to all sponsors and the feedback
to the school on same was that it was unexpected and
appreciated. The C.B.S. would like to pay special tribute
to Paul and Susan Hennessy who kindly donated a
well-bred greyhound sapling which was auctioned very
skilfully by George Challoner on the night and was
knocked down to the highest bidder at 900 euros.
Selection of students was achieved through an interview
process while also taking into account the students’
general contribution to the Immersion Project and
to the life of the school in general. Having previously
engaged in their own personal fundraising, twenty one
students submitted an application form for interview
and the standard of same was quiet exceptional. To
aid students in their preparation for the interview an
e-mail was sent to all candidates which contained advice
on both interviews and information on Zambia itself.
Students used the information given to good effect and
made the work of the interviewers very challenging
indeed such was the excellence of each candidate. In the
end ten candidates were chosen and two substitutes in
the unlikely event of any of the original ten being unable
to go.
It was seen as essential that the chosen group now get

the opportunity to work together. To this end, a group
fundraising program has been selected. The project
involves mobile phone recycling and promises to be very
rewarding in every aspect.
Br. Michael O Donoghue visited the school in early
October. After the usual welcome for any visiting guest
we got down to business and with the exception of a ten
minute break Br Michael worked tirelessly from 11:15
to 3:45 so that every year group in the school had the
benefit of his first hand knowledge of Zambia and many
interesting questions were asked. We, the committee wish
to commend his generosity and are very grateful to him
and his day ended with an interview on Kilkenny local
radio. As a direct result of the above and in consultation
with Br O Donoghue the WaSH Project was adopted. We
now had definite purpose and the ‘marketing’ of same
has made our fundraising activities easier.
The project to date has been successful beyond all
expectation and in ways not previously anticipated. The
monetary contribution to the work of the Christian
Brothers in Zambia will be easily measured by our
esteemed treasurer Mr John Flynn. The Project’s general
positive contribution towards the life and general sense
of community within the school and greater school
community remains impossible to quantify both now
and into the future and ,as such, represents its greatest
benefit to us as a school to date. The guidelines’ emphasis
on ensuring that fundraising should not be the focus has
proved entirely accurate, the monetary reward appears to
flow easily as a result of harnessing the many and varied
talents, the existing good will and the Christian values
which strongly exist still in post ‘Celtic Tiger’ Ireland
despite all the current economic difficulties. Lest we get
carried away it is important to stress that ‘ we are not
there yet’ and much ground still needs to be covered.

Students who will travel to Zambia, Michael Walker, Ronan Doheny, Anthony Dawson, Jack
Delaney, Huw Lawler, Tom Cantwell, Daragh Holohan and Mark McGarry.
Missing: Cathal Boland, Paul Delahanty and Richard Heffernan.

Zambia Immersion Project fundraisers taking time out during ‘Africa Day’ on the parade

Caroline Mercer, Elaine Murphy, Emma Raggett, Tom Clarke, Olivia Maher
and Catherine Walsh at the ‘Zambia Fashion Show’ on October 13th

Track manager Tom Kinane, Paul O’Donoghue, John Ryan (Pembroke Hotel), Principal Tom
Clarke, Declan Thompson (handler) and Pat Downey with ‘Casman’s Cat’ at the CBS Benefit
night at Kilkenny Track on October 28th

Fundraising for Zambia in the sunshine during Sheepshearing Festival at Cillín Hill in June

TRANSITION YEAR REPORT
Transition Year continues to be a hive of activity in Kilkenny C.B.S as students enjoy a break from the rigours of exams to develop as young
men across a wide range of activities. Congrats to the 4 students who won National recognition for their ‘Web App’ in D.C.U. Transition Year
allowed them the time and freedom to develop their project and to work enterprisingly as a team and who knows where they can go from here?
All TY students are currently out in the local community on their first Work Experience stint and this is another extremely worthwhile aspect
this transitional year provides. Since the re-opening of the school in August the TYs have enjoyed kayaking in Clashnaganny Co. Carlow ,
attended ‘Psychospaghetti’ at the Watergate , visited the National Ploughing Championships in Athy and went on a History Trip to Dublin which
included Collin’s Barracks and Croke Park. Recently , many TYs were part of a choir who entertained residents of St. Columba’s Hospital in
Thomastown as part of a Community Care module .This annual visit brings great joy to the staff and residents in St. Columba’s and creates early
Christmas cheer for them. Our students have at all times enjoyed themselves and been wonderful ambassadors for Kilkenny C.B.S.

CBS TY Choir entertaining staff and patients
in the Chapel at St. Columba’s Hospital
in Thomastown on December 6th

TY visit to Kilmainham Gaol on December 6th

TY visit to Croke Park on December 6th

QUICK REVISE
Tuesday the 13th of December was an important
day for Shaun Meighan, Alex Broderick, Richard
Kelly and Dylan Dooley all from Transition Year
1. The National Final of the Eircom Junior Spider
competition is being held in the Helix Hall in
Dublin City University and our student’s site Quick
Revise is short-listed in two of the categories,best
Website and best Web App . Their site won the
award for the best web app sponsored by Emobile.
Quick Revise is a Website at http://cbskilkenny.ie/
quickrevise/ which is aimed at junior certificate
science students to help them revise science for
the Junior Certificate Examinations. This extensive
site has notes .quizzes, video demonstrations,
study advice, an interactive periodic table, links
to past examination papers and solutions and a
downloadable phone application as well. Some of
the fun in the site comes from links to the periodic
table song in which all the elements are sung to a
Gilbert and Sullivan tune.
There is a wide collection of skills among the
four lads from code compiling, graphic design,
web design and app building which makes their
combined skills a formidable force of creativity.
Together under the watchful supervisory eyes of Mr.
John O’Neill and Mr. Fergal Canton these students
put in many hours work spinning the digital delight
that is accessible to anyone, anywhere and anytime.
The next time a science teacher thinks they are catching some young lad or lassie with their mobile out under the desk how surprised will they
be to find their digital delinquent taking a sly chemistry quiz or looking up exam solutions to tomorrow’s homework. So well done to those
teen geniuses for their imagination, skill and dedication for making science study and revision fun for the mobile generation and bringing
education online to a silent Smartphone in a student’s pocket near you.

CBS SOCCER
REPORT 2011/2012
U-20 Soccer 12/10/2012 Carlow- Kilkenny
League Division 1
Presentation College Carlow 2 Kilkenny CBS 5
Scorers: Robbie Slater 3 Eoin Kavanagh, Adam
Farrell
Carlow – Kilkenny League Division 1
Kilkenny CBS 2 - 3 St Kieran’s.
Scorers: Aaron Molloy Jason Hennessy
Tullow Community College 0 – 8 Kilkenny
CBS
Scorers: Eoin Kavanagh 2, Aaron Molloy 2,
Sean Maguire 2, Ivor O’Brien and Joe Keohane
one apiece.
The CBS team will now go on to play Tullow
Community College in the League Final in the
New Year. Hopes are very high for the team
this year, in particular as we have three players
excelling for their clubs in the Elite Airtricity
U-19 League; with Sean Maguire and Nathan
West staring for Waterford United and Robbie
Slater for UCD.
U-15 Soccer.
U-15 team began their league campaign with
a hard earned two all draw away to Tullow
Community College and will face St Kierans,
St Mary’s Academy Carlow and Presentation
College Carlow when competition resumes
after Christmas.
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Back: Jason Hennessey, Adam Farrell, Eoin Delaney, Luke Kavanagh, Joe Keohane, Ronan Moriarty, Andy Campion.
Middle: Ivor O’ Brien, Edward Teehan, Jamie Murphy, Jason Mahony, David Kenny, Cathal O Leary, Mr. Paul Boyle.
Front: Evans Wallace, Richard Falsey, David McGeary, Nathan West, Aaron Molloy, Colm Walsh, Sean Maguire.
Missing from photograph: Robbie Slater, Gavin Bourke, Adam Comerford and Dylan Walsh.

SENIOR RUGBY REVIEW 2011 - 2012
There was to be no repeat of last year’s impressive run in the Shield
as the senior team was knocked out in the second round.
The season began against Bridgetown VS in Wexford. It was a rusty
start for the CBS who gifted the opposition 3 tries in the first half
before waking up in the second, leveling the game at 21 apiece with
10 minutes to go. There was no time to find a winner and the game
was replayed the following week.
The CBS showed no signs of the rustiness in the replay as they ran
in 8 unanswered tries against Bridgetown, centre and Leinster star
Seán Moran running in a hat-trick.
The second round match was away against Cholaiste Bhride from
Carnew. A slow start was again to cost the CBS as the score at half
time was 28-0. However the team woke up in the second half and
played some of their best rugby of the season scoring 3 tries to
Carnews 2. Final score: 35-19. A disappointing end, but the players
can hold their heads high after a fantastic fight back in the second
half, led by the courageous Liam McWey who scored 2 excellent
tries.
The season is far from over however, and the team can look forward
to the players’ favorite match of the year, a friendly against Kilkenny
College and the glamour match against Clongowes Wood College.
With many of the players still in Transition and Fifth Year the future
looks bright for rugby in the CBS. Well done to all the players who
trained and played so hard already this year.
Kilkenny CBS Senior Rugby Team
Seb Ryan, John Curtin, Jodi Buckley, Cian Hogan, Dean Malone,
Brian Howe, Richard Kelly, George Healy, Darren Knox, Mihai
Fosca, Daniel Nolan, Liam McWey, Matthew McWey, Peter
Hutchinson, Sean Moran, Michael Synott, Brian Delaney (C), Sean
Butler, David McGeary, Stephen Shine, Erik Horvath, Jason Hoyne,
Marek Krupski, John Downey, Dara McGrath, Daniel Petcu, David
Kennedy and Jamie Fitzpatrick.

Chris Dunne in action in Athy during
the Concern Debate in October

Sean Bolger kicks a
point for the Juvenile
Footballers in the 3-12 to
1-4 victory over Heywood
CS on Wednesday last

Simon Bluett delivering his argument during
the Concern Debate in Athy in October

Third year Sean Lennon during the CBS Talent
Show 2011

James McGlynn during the
CBS Talent Show 2011

CBS Choir Carol Singing at McDonagh
Junction on Thursday 15th December.

Picture goes here

PRESENTATION OF INUGURAL TONY O’BRIEN
BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP
New text will go here

Providing a quality learning and living experience is a priority at
C.B.S., James’s Street, Kilkenny.

Meánscoil na mBráithre Críostaí, Cill Chainnigh.
Phone: 056 - 772 1402
Fax: 056 - 776 3652
Email: cbskk@indigo.ie

