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Welcome from the Production Team

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to our production of Footloose – The 
Musical. 

A lot of hard work, resilience and sheer luck has got us to this point. When we started 
on this seemingly mad endeavour of staging a school musical during a pandemic, we 
knew it would be extremely difficult and that we would need good fortune, but we 
persevered despite the challenges posed by mask wearing, social distancing, restrictions, 
absenteeism, and lockdowns. So, what kept us going? 

To be honest, it was the sheer talent, and inspiring dedication to that talent, that the 
students you will see on stage tonight have demonstrated throughout the last few 
months. Their enthusiasm and optimism never flagged, their desire to be together, to 
work together and to create together was indefatigable and we are so proud of each and 
every one of them.

Our aim was to build the confidence of our students, to give them an understanding of 
performance, to develop their skills in the performing arts and hopefully to pass on our 
love of musical theatre to the next generation. Our reward has been to witness the spirit, 
joy, and laughter of every young performer and to see their inherent talents flourish 
and grow. It has been an honour to get this opportunity to work with these wonderful 
young people and we will miss the sound of their voices, the tapping of their feet and 
the twinkle of mischief in their eyes.

Now it is time to welcome you, the audience. We’re really very glad you’re here! 

You are the last, and most important part of this production as without you there is no 
performance, no crowd for the performer to enchant, delight and astonish. As the Italian 
writer Italo Calvino noted, “It is not the voice that commands the story: it is the ear.” As 
such, our dear audience, in the words of the bard himself, lend us your ears and we will 
repay your generosity with song, dance and the magic of the stage.

Enjoy every moment.

Niamh, Mandy, Michelle, Trish, and Tara.
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CBS Kilkenny Principal’s Message

In the 1700s, poet Joseph Warton described music as....
Queen of every moving measure, 
Sweetest source of purest pleasure

The power and importance of music has long been recognised at CBS Secondary School 
Kilkenny where our musical tradition permeates many aspects of school life. For decades, 
we have known and witnessed its power to soothe, to bring joy, to enable expression 
where words fail; how it provides students with a sense of purpose and fulfilment, a 
source of lifelong friendships and a true sense of belonging. Music finds daily expression 
in CBS Kilkenny through our award-winning male choirs and soloists, our trad band 
and our jazz band. All students are encouraged to enjoy, appreciate and study music to 
their chosen level, whether through joyful daylong workshops or lifelong dedication to 
learning and musical practice.

A musical production such as the one that you will thoroughly enjoy this evening is a 
very significant undertaking for a school community, demanding hundreds of hours of 
planning and practice outside of very busy school schedules. From the outset, the Boards 
of Management of Loreto Kilkenny and CBS Secondary School Kilkenny have provided 
unequivocal support to this production. I am deeply grateful to the staff of both schools 
who have shared their talents and put student personal development to the fore, at 
significant cost to themselves. In turn, the students have risen to the challenge and have 
worked extremely hard to provide entertainment of the highest standards. This can be 
achieved only with significant logistical support from parents, and I thank our parent 
cohort sincerely for their involvement.

Partnering with students and staff of Loreto Kilkenny for the past six months has been a 
very rewarding experience for us, and I know that it has further developed the excellent 
relationship which we already enjoy with our neighbouring school. This dream to stage 
a joint musical production first germinated more than a year ago in the midst of a global 
pandemic. It is a tribute to the perseverance, drive, professionalism and hard work of the 
students and staff of Loreto Kilkenny and CBS Secondary School Kilkenny that this has 
now been brought to fruition.

It is with great pleasure and a deep sense of admiration for our cast and crew that I 
welcome you, and I hope that for a few hours you will experience the deep joy of which 
Joseph Warton wrote. 

With deep appreciation and sincere thanks,
Tom Clarke
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Loreto Kilkenny Principal’s Message

On behalf of all at Loreto Secondary School, I would like to thank you for supporting 
our show tonight.  Now more than ever, we are conscious of the myriad opportunities 
lost to our young people over the past two years.  Music and the performing arts have 
been hit hardest.  Tonight, as we gather in the Watergate Theatre, we can reflect on the 
joy that music, dance and theatre can bring to our lives.  

We can also reflect on the friendships and memories that have been forged by all involved 
- ones that they will cherish all their lives. I am so happy that this group of young people 
have had the opportunity to develop and showcase their talents both on and off the stage 
and to continue to grow in their own self-confidence as a result.  I know they, and not 
just those on stage, have worked so hard since September, and it is fantastic to see their 
hard work pay off in such fine style. 

We have particularly enjoyed working with the C.B.S. Both sets of students and staff have 
worked extremely well together, reflecting the long tradition of cooperation between the 
two schools, particularly in the area of music.  Both schools are committed to providing 
co-educational opportunities for our students and will continue to do so into the future. 

Putting on a show of this scale is a massive task that requires a huge team effort. I 
want to thank sincerely all who have contributed their time and talents to making it 
possible.  Many of their names are recorded in this programme. They all have given our 
students a precious gift that will never be forgotten.  I also want to thank the Boards of 
Management of both schools, who backed the show without reservation during a time 
of great uncertainty, determined to give our students the best shot of having this learning 
experience.  Thanks also to our parents who are always ready to rally around our school 
community.  

There is nothing left to do now except to sit back, relax and enjoy the show!

Colm Keher
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History of Footloose - The Musical

Footloose first burst onto the silver screen in 1984 and proved to be one of the year’s 
most successful motion pictures. The soundtrack recording reached #1 on the Billboard 
charts, and went on to sell over 17 million copies worldwide, generating such Top Forty 
hits as its title song and “Let’s Hear It For The Boy” (both of which received Academy 
Award nominations), plus “Almost Paradise,” “Holding Out For A Hero,” and “I’m Free 
(Heaven Helps the Man).” 

With a screenplay and lyrics by Oscar winner Dean Pitchford, the story focused on 
young people, much like his previous, and wildly successful movie musical Fame.

Footloose opened on Broadway on October 22, 1998. The next day, the show broke the 
box office record for the Richard Rodgers Theatre, where it continued to thrill audiences 
through July 2000.

After the Broadway run, the creators made changes throughout the libretto, excised three 
songs from the original score, and restored one (“Still Rockin’,” available on the newly 
mastered Broadway CD from Ghostlight Records). The reaction to the ‘new’ Footloose 
was immediate and enthusiastic; a tour in the U.K. led to a West End engagement, 
which in turn triggered excitement throughout Europe and around the globe.

In 2011, Paramount Pictures’ remake of Footloose – with a screenplay by Dean Pitchford 
and the film’s director Craig Brewer – brought this heartwarming story and electrifying 
music to a whole new generation.
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Drama & Music in CBS Kilkenny

It is with great anticipation and excitement that the entire CBS Kilkenny community 
has awaited the return of our students to the stage in Footloose - The Musical

CBS Kilkenny has a long heritage in the performing arts with singers, actors, musicians 
and performers of all hue finding opportunities to express their talents in musicals, 
plays, choirs, concerts and all manner of musical troupes down through the years.

 It gives us great pleasure to partner once more with Loreto Kilkenny with whom we 
have a long established tradition of developing top quality productions for the audiences 
of kilkenny and with whom we have  enjoyed great success in years gone by with musical 
productions of Half a Sixpence, A Show of Shows and Musical Connections helping 
build upon our solo productions such as Guys and Dolls.

CBS Kilkenny has helped nurture many young thespians down through the years with 
productions such as Juno and the Paycock, The Field and The Borstal Boy affording our 
students the opportunity to develop and express their talents to the full. In recent years, our 
Transition year drama module under the expert tutelage of Ms Mary Meaney has enabled 
our young actors to explore their talent and hone their skills in an immersive and considered 
way and facilitated them to compete in regional and national dramatic competitions.

 It has been an effort that has met with much success in recent times with our staging 
of Easy Stages scooping an award for best staging and lighting in The All-Ireland TY 
Drama Competition, while also claiming acting accolades in the Dublin Drama Festival. 
We are delighted to be able to reconnect with and further that heritage,  with Footloose 
representing our most ambitious project yet.

 CBS Kilkenny has also become synonymous with the quality of our choirs. Under the 
expert guidance of Mandy Dowling (musical director for Footloose - The Musical)  a 
vibrant music department has continued to flourish, with five school choirs, a Jazz Band, 
and a Irish Traditional Group filling our corridors daily with an eclectic mix of music 
and song. Our Senior Choir has enjoyed success at the highest level, including awards 
in the Kilkenny Music Festival, Limerick Choral Festival, lyric FM Christmas Carol 
Competition and the RTÉ All Island School Choir competition, with our jazz band as 
recently as this month scooping first prize in the prestigious Wesley Music Festival.

We have been most fortunate in CBS Kilkenny to be able to draw on the considerable 
talents of both our teachers and our students in this regard and to rely on the 
unwavering support of our parents/guardians and the wider CBS Kilkenny community. 
We look forward to bringing the people of Kilkenny many more dramatic and musical 
performances in the years ahead.

Enjoy the show!
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Music and Drama in Loreto Kilkenny

Music and drama plays a prominent and integral role in school life in Loreto. It enjoys a 
rich and prosperous long standing history and one that students and staff are very proud 
of. Drama plays a prominent role in school life at Loreto. Previously we joined with St. 
Kieran’s College in 2018 in the school production of the major hit High School Musical 
reviving a long standing tradition of a joint school production. 

First Year students also take part in a weekly lunchtime drama club, working on script 
writing and creating their own play, performing it at the end of the school year. Transition 
Year students also participate in dance workshops, recently providing the Half-Time 
entertainment at the National Basketball Final in Tallaght Stadium. 

The school has enjoyed great success with past productions as South Pacific, Calamity 
Jane, Half a Sixpence and Oklahoma to name a few. Other collaborations with CBS 
Kilkenny have included Show of Shows which was excerpts from all the shows and 
various choral concerts.

 All 1st Year students take part in choir and it is an option in all other years. More than 
500 girls sing in school choirs and the annual highlight of the year is our participation 
in the Kilkenny Music Festival. The girls regularly perform in school concerts, liturgies 
and other school events. 

In recent years, our 6th Year choir competed in the Bratislava Advent Festival, winning 
a Gold award. Our school orchestra, with over 100 members, rehearses every Thursday 
after school, giving students the opportunity to develop as ensemble players. The 
orchestra competes annually in the All Ireland Feis Ceoil and we have claimed the 
Dorothy Meyer Cup on numerous occasions (most recently 2017). This is the premier 
orchestra competition for second-level school orchestras in Ireland.
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Musical Numbers
ACT  ONE

Scene 1: The City of Chicago 

FOOTLOOSE*  .....................................  Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen, and the Company 

Scene 2: The Town of Bomont in Church 

ON ANY SUNDAY  ......................... Rev. Shaw Moore, Ren, Ethel, and the Company 

Scene 3: Behind a Gas Station 

THE GIRL GETS AROUND**  ................................... Chuck, Ariel, Travis, and Lyle 

Scene 4: A High School Hallway 

I CAN’T STAND STILL  .....................................................................................  Ren 
SOMEBODY’S EYES ............................  Rusty, Urleen, Wendy Jo, and the Company 

Scene 5: The Moore Home 

LEARNING TO BE SILENT  ...................................................... Vi, Ethel, and Ariel 

Scene 6: The Burger Blast 

HOLDING OUT FOR A HERO***  ..................  Ariel, Rusty, Wendy Jo, and Urleen 

Scene 7: The Great Plains of Bomont 

SOMEBODY’S EYES .................................................... Rusty, Wendy Jo, and Urleen 

Scene 8: The Moore Home 

SOMEBODY’S EYES (REPRISE)  ........ Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen, Chuck, Lyle, Travis
 HEAVEN HELP ME  ........................................................................................  Shaw 

Scene 9: The High School Gym/The Church 

I’M FREE*/HEAVEN HELP ME  ...............................  Ren, Shaw, and the Company 
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INTERMISSION

ACT  TWO 

Scene 1: The Bar-B-Que, a Country/Western Dance Hall 

STILL ROCKIN’  ..............................................................  Cowboy Bob and his Band
LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE BOY  ........................................ Rusty and the Company 

Scene 2: The Moore Home 

CAN YOU FIND IT IN YOUR HEART?  .............................................................  Vi 

Scene 3: The Junk Yard 

DANCING IS NOT A CRIME  ..........................................................................  Ren 
MAMA SAYS (YOU CAN’T BACK DOWN) ....... Willard, Bickle, Garvin, Jeter, Ren
MAMA SAYS (ENCORE)  ............................................................... Willard and Boys 

Scene 4: Under the Train Bridge 

ALMOST PARADISE****  ....................................................................  Ren and Ariel 

Scene 5: Town Hall 

Scene 6: The Moore Home 

HEAVEN HELP ME  .........................................................................................  Shaw 

Scene 7: The Church and Churchyard 

“CAN YOU FIND IT IN YOUR HEART?”(REPRISE )  ..................................  Shaw 

Scene 8: The Gym 

FOOTLOOSE (FINALE)*  ..................................................................  The Company 

MEGAMIX ..........................................................................................  The Company 

All music by Tom Snow except: *Kenny Loggins, **Sammy Hagar, 
***Jim Steinman, ****Eric Carmen All lyrics by Dean Pitchford 

except: FOOTLOOSE- Lyrics by Dean Pitchford and Kenny Loggins
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The Cast  In order of appearance

Ren McCormack  .....................................................................................  Oisin Farrell
Ethel McCormack  ................................................................................... Tara Morgan
Reverend Shaw Moore  ...........................................................................  Rohan Vargas
Vi Moore ................................................................................................  Ava O’Meara
Ariel Moore  .............................................................................................. Molly Cody
Lulu Warnicker  ....................................................................................... Jessica Oboh
Wes Warnicker  ..................................................................................... Patryk Iwasiuk
Coach Roger Dunbar  ............................................................................ Ciaran Hoyne
Eleanor Dunbar ..................................................................................... Anna O’Brien
Rusty  ....................................................................................................  Saidhbh Harte
Urleen  ...............................................................................................  Toni Comerford
Wendy Jo  .................................................................................... Cliodhna McGowan
Chuck Cranston  ...............................................................................  Momodou Secka
Lyle  ....................................................................................................  Danny Delaney
Travis  ...............................................................................................  Adam O’Sullivan
A Cop  .....................................................................................................  Jack Deacon
Betty Blast  ....................................................................................  Omniya Mohieldin
Williard Hewitt  .............................................................................................. Eli Wise
Principal Clark  ......................................................................................... Eddie Wang
Jeter  ............................................................................................................  JJ Mooney
Bickle  ......................................................................................................  Sam Deegan
Garvin  ...............................................................................................  Andrew Corbett
Cowboy Bob  .................................................................................... Eanna O’Casaide
Cowgirl  ...........................................................................................  Caoimhe O’Brien

CBS Kilkenny Boys Chorus
Andrew Corbett, Jack Deacon, Sam Deegan, Danny Delaney, Killian Dollard, Aaron 
Fenlon, Sean Fitzpatrick, Tiernan Friddle, Jamie Galvin, Ruaidhri Galway, Josh Hynes, 
Greg Kelly, Joel Mathew, Matthew McCarthy, Sean McGrath, Owen McKenna, JJ. 
Mooney, Brian Moore, Thomas Murphy, Adam O’Sullivan, Michael Tiernan, Thomas 
Tuohy, Bill Whelan, Ali Yousif.

Loreto Kilkenny  Girls Chorus
Amelie Foley, Brionadh Barragry, Caoimhe O’Brien, Cara Clune, Clara Whelan Foxe, 
Ellie Murray, Emily Murphy, Hannah McCurdy, Hazel English, Isabel Cousins Bolger, 
Isabelle Fahy, Jayne Farrell, Kate Lynch, Laura Cairns, Lily Rice, Lisa Kirby, Mae Liwa-
nag, Mena Noone, Orlaith Kirwan, Quin Brown, Robyn Kenny, Ruth Finnegan, Sarah 
Grogan, Searlait O’Callaghan.
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Meet The Cast
Oisín Farrell (Ren McCormack) is a student of CBS 
Kilkenny and was always eager to participate in any school 
plays when he was younger, so when he heard about the  
musical, he was instantly drawn in. He has won numerous 
awards for music and verse speaking at many festivals, 
including Kilkenny Music Festival, Arklow Music Festival 
and the Feis Ceoil. He is currently working towards grade 
eight in violin and last year he achieved grade eight with 
distinction, in piano. He is also a member of the school 
Trad Band, where he plays the fiddle. Oisín brings his ‘A’ 
game to every rehearsal and inspires the rest of the cast 
with his energy, his fun and his positive attitude. Oisin is 
enjoying rehearsals, always has a smile on his face and has 
a good time with everyone in the cast.

Molly Cody (Ariel Moore) is a student of Loreto Kilkenny. 
She is no stranger to the stage having taken part in many 
productions with Starlight Stage School, and various 
choir competitions in her primary school years. When she 
heard about the joint production of Footloose with CBS 
Kilkenny, she knew straight away she wanted to audition 
for a main role. She loves going to rehearsals nearly every 
day, and can’t wait for opening night. Molly is passionate 
about music and is working towards her Grade 8 exam in 
piano, as well as being self-taught in guitar and ukulele.

Ava May O’Meara is a student in Loreto Kilkenny. In 
this joint production of Footloose she will be playing the 
role of Vi Moore. Ava has previously been involved in 
other musical productions with Jesters Stage Academy 
including a stage production of La La Land. Ava is an 
accomplished piano, violin player and singer. She has 
greatly enjoyed working on the musical ‘Footloose’ and 
would like to thank all involved in the production. 

Eli Wise is a student of the CBS Kilkenny. This is 
Eli’s first major musical production and though he 
has big shoes to fill as Williard Hewitt in Footloose, 
he is looking forward to the challenge immensely. Eli 
has taken part in other musical productions including 
performances for the CBS Kilkenny choirs and is a 
keen bagpiper. In addition, Eli won the senior category 
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prize in the Jonathan Swift drawing competition with 
Cartoon Saloon. Eli can’t wait for the curtain to go up on 
the opening night to introduce you to Williard Hewitt! 

Saidhbh Harte (Rusty) is hanging up her rugby boots 
and trading them in for a pair of cowgirl boots instead. 
Apart from Saidhbh’s love for sport while currently 
playing rugby and soccer, Saidhbh has always had a love 
for singing, theater, and music, being in multiple small 
school plays and the pantomime, constantly listening 
to her favourite Broadway show songs and being self-
taught on guitar. When Saidhbh heard about the joint 
production of Footloose between Loreto and CBS 
Kilkenny, she couldn’t wait to get on the stage again!

Sam Deegan is a student in C.B.S Kilkenny. Sam is well 
used to the stage having played the lead role of Joseph 
in a school production of Joseph and his Amazing 
Technicolor DreamCoat and takes to the Watergate 
stage in the role of Bickle. Sam is a music fan both inside 
and out of the classroom and plays the piano in his free 
time. He is a member of the CBS Kilkenny Senior Choir 
and will undoubtedly sing his heart out on stage.

Tara Morgan is no stranger to the stage having taken part in 
many musical activities over the years including orchestra, 
choir and Kilkenny music festival. This is Tara’s first major 
production taking on the role of Ethel McCormack while 
making her debut in this joint production of Footloose 
with CBS Kilkenny and Loreto Kilkenny. 

Rohan Vargas is a student of CBS Kilkenny and an 
accomplished musician. He is making his stage debut in 
Footloose by taking on the role of Reverend Shaw Moore 
- a charismatic, endearing and quick-witted soul, much 
like himself!  A keen member of the CBS Kilkenny Senior 
Choir, Rohan has a passion for choral singing and tickling 
the ivories and has composed two miniatures for Chamber 
Choir Ireland!  Rohan is also interested in short-story 
writing and composition. Rohan has been in ‘seventh 
heaven’ since rehearsals began. He wishes to thank CBS 
Kilkenny and his family & friends, for their invaluable 
support in what has been an incredible experience. 
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Clíodhna McGowan (Wendy-Jo) is a 4th year student 
in Loreto Kilkenny, when Clíodhna first heard about the 
joint production of footloose between Loreto and CBS 
she was ecstatic! Clíodhna has always been interested in 
music and being onstage as she was the winner of Miss 
First Year in school in 2018, she is a grade 6 piano player, 
a grade 3 violin player and a grade 3 harp player, She also 
came first place in the Irish Sean nós singing competition 
in the fleadh in 2019 and is a former grade 6 ballerina. 
Clíodhna is very involved in the musical and she enjoys 
all of the singing and dancing but most importantly 
enjoys the company of her fellow cast members.

Ciarán Hoyne is playing the part of The Coach. Ciarán 
is a member of the CBS Kilkenny Senior Choir. Ciarán 
has been part of the Young Irish filmmakers and has 
participated both in front of and behind the cameras in 
several short film productions. This is the first musical 
Ciarán has taken part in and he has enjoyed practicing 
and rehearsals for footloose immensely. He is very excited 
to take to the stage

Momodou Secka is a student of the CBS Kilkenny. 
Momodou is making his debut in this joint production 
of Footloose with Loreto Kilkenny, taking on the role 
of Chuck Cranston. Chuck Cranston is the “bad boy” 
of the show and dislikes Ren McCormack. Momodou 
has an interest in sports and is an up and coming 
soccer player playing for CBS Kilkenny, as well as his 
club Freebooters F.C. Momodou is enjoying his time in 
rehearsals and can’t wait for opening night. He wishes to 
thank CBS Kilkenny and his family & friends for their 
invaluable support. 

Eddie Wang is a student in CBS Kilkenny and takes to 
the stage for the very first time in the role of Principal 
Clark. Eddie has a keen interest in performance and in all 
aspects of the arts. He enjoys producing beats and songs, 
has taken part in film productions by directing music 
videos and has in the past been nominated for awards 
as a hip hop dancer. Eddie is also an accomplished DJ, 
pianist and singer. Apart from his musical endeavors 
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Eddie enjoys playing tennis and basketball. Eddie 
is enjoying his time in rehearsals and can’t wait for 
the opening night, to showcase all the hard work and 
dedication from the last few months.

Toni Comerford, playing the role of Urleen, is and has 
been an enthusiast of music, singing, acting and dancing 
from a young age. From performing in the Watergate 
theater with Jesters, the Jazz band and both primary 
and secondary school orchestra to taking part in the 
annual Kilkenny music festivals. Toni plays the flute 
and is studying towards Grade 6 and is also preparing 
for her Grade 4 singing exam. Toni has a huge interest 
and passion for sport, she plays camogie, golf and does 
hip hop dancing. When she heard about the musical 
between the Loreto and the CBS Kilkenny she was eager 
to put her name forward and was delighted to be casted 
a main role!

J.J Mooney is taking on the role of Jeter. This is JJ’s first 
time taking part in a musical production, however he 
has some musical experience from participating in the 
CBS primary school choir and also from playing guitar 
in his spare time. He enjoys playing soccer, basketball 
and jiu jitsu with local clubs around Kilkenny and has 
very much enjoyed the practices and rehearsals leading 
up to the show. 

Jessica Oboh is a Loreto Kilkenny student, this is her 
first time to take part in a musical taking on the role 
of Lulu. Jessica has taken part in other musical efforts 
including school concerts and choir. Jessica is really 
enjoying her time in rehearsals and can’t wait for the 
opening night. It’s a nice change to be working with the 
boys from CBS. Jessica is in the Loreto basketball under 
19 team and plays camogie for her local club. She also 
plays tag rugby, rounders and enjoys dancing. 

Patryk Iwasiuk is a student in CBS Kilkenny. This is his 
first time to take part in a school musical taking on the 
part of Wes Warnicker and he is delighted to have been 
cast in such an important role. Patryk has taken part in 
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previous school concerts and choir performances and 
can’t wait for the opening night. In his spare time Patryk 
enjoys playing volleyball and football for his local club. 
He wishes to thank the cast of Footloose, the teachers 
and all who helped him prepare for the role. 

Adam O’Sullivan is a student of CBS Kilkenny and is 
assuming the role of Travis, one of Chuck’s friends. This is 
Adam’s first time performing in a musical production such 
as Footloose but isn’t new to being on stage. Adam has had 
that natural spark for acting from a young age and sees the 
musical as one of the biggest highlights of TY. He is also 
a proud member of the CBS Kilkenny Choir and enjoys 
playing the piano in his free time. Adam is keen on several 
pursuits: kayaking, tennis and handball to name a few.

Omniya Mohieldin is assuming the role of Betty Blast in 
this joint production of Footloose. Betty Blast is the owner 
of the Burger Blast diner. Betty blast isn’t the best roller 
skater! How ironic, but, Omniya is enjoying her new found 
love for roller skating, and we look forward to seeing her roll 
onto the stage! She is enjoying the musical and is looking 
forward to the run of the show. In her spare time Omniya 
likes to dance and listen to music. She is enjoying singing 
her heart out and having a good time with her friends.

Éanna Ó Casaide has participated in many musical 
endeavors including Trad Band and Choir within 
school. Outside of school Éanna enjoys playing the 
piano and uillean pipes. In the production of Footloose, 
he plays the role of Cowboy Bob. He finds rehearsals in 
preparation for the musical very enjoyable and is looking 
forward to bringing it to stage. Éanna hurls with the 
CBS Kilkenny Junior Team who are currently training 
hard. He enjoys playing soccer in his free time as well. 
Éanna was a student of Gaelscoil Osrai Primary School 
where he participated in many plays and musical events.

Caoimhe O’Brien (cowgirl) is a TY student in Loreto 
Kilkenny. Caoimhe has always had a love for performing, 
so when she heard about the TY Musical she knew she 
had to audition. Coimhe loves going to rehearsals and 
having fun with all of her friends. She loves listening to 
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music and is self taught in guitar. Caoimhe is a big lover 
of country music so playing the cowgirl and being part 
of the line dance is a dream come true. 

Danny Delaney is a student in the CBS Kilkenny. 
This is his first time taking part in a school musical, 
and he is really enjoying the experience of playing Lyle 
in Footloose. When he heard of the opportunity to be 
involved in the musical he put his name forward, and 
was delighted to make it through the audition process 
and discover some of his hidden talents. He is looking 
forward to the opening night and performing on stage 
in the Watergate. Off stage Danny also really enjoys 
spending time playing sports and has a particular 
passion for boxing and hurling so a stage performance 
is something of a new challenge, and who knows what 
it might lead to?

Anna O’Brien is playing the part of Eleanor Dunbar, 
the coach’s wife.She is a past student of Bunscoil 
McAuley Rice, where she enjoyed taking part in various 
musical productions. She plays the flute and piano to 
a high standard and is a member of the Loreto School 
Orchestra and Jazz Band. Anna has a keen interest in 
sport and plays camogie and gaelic football with her 
club John Lockes. She is the Junior Captain of Callan 
Golf Club and loves getting out on the golf course as 
much as possible! Anna has had a blast preparing for the 
musical and is looking forward to all of the fun on the 
show nights!

Andrew Corbett who plays the role of Garvin, one of 
Willard Hewitt’s friends is a very enthusiastic actor. Very 
similar to his character, Andrew is a very funny and 
charismatic person. This is his first musical production 
although he is not unfamiliar with the stage having 
already taken part in several pantomimes and plays. He 
enjoys music and playing the guitar at any opportunity 
he is given. Outside of school Andrew is involved in 
many sports including tennis, hurling and soccer.  He 
has really enjoyed the rehearsals and can’t wait to put his 
hard work to use on stage.
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Jack Deacon is taking on the role of the Cop. He is 
no stranger to the spotlight as he had a key role in his 
primary school production of the Lion King. Jack is not 
only a good actor, dancer and all round great guy, he is a 
good basketball player and an even better martial artist. 
He said it’s a nice change working and spending time 
with the Loreto ladies and is convinced that this will 
be the first of many musicals in the years ahead. He is 
looking forward to that curtain call and giving it his all.

Meet the Production Team
Director: Niamh Dooley
Qualified with a Science degree, a higher diploma in Education and a 
diploma in Speech and Drama, Niamh teaches Chemistry and Science 
in the CBS Secondary, Kilkenny. Having completed examinations with 
the Royal English Academy of Speech and Drama, Niamh has attained 
experience within many areas of this field. She co-founded Jesters 
Stage Academy here in Kilkenny in 1998 and over the years as director 
of Jesters, she has tutored hundreds of children in Kilkenny. She has 
directed and choreographed various school musicals and plays including, 
Juno and the Paycock, The Borstal Boy, The Field, Half a Sixpence, A 
Show of shows and Guys and Dolls.

In a performing capacity, Niamh started on stage at the age of five and 
since then she has played lead roles with Kilkenny Musical Society, 
Watergate Productions and Tri-Star Productions including Nellie 
Forbush in South Pacific, Carrie in Carousel, Elsa in Sound of Music, 
Mrs Corney in Oliver, and Mrs Cratchit in Scrooge, to name a few.

Niamh is delighted to be working with the talented stars of the future 
in this production and wishes them the very best of luck for the run of 
the show.

Choreographer: Michele Wise
Michele has always had a great passion for dance and started 
choreographing hip hop routines from a very young age for her 
neighbours & family members. She formed her own hip hop crew when 
she was just 14years old and after lots of hard work, Michele and her 
crew came second in the All-Ireland hip hop championships.
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This success pushed Michele to further her dance training and she 
attended a Dance/Performing arts course in Colaiste Stiofain Naofa, 
Cork. Michele also trained under the Laban guild on teaching dance for 
people with disabilities. Michele formed her dance school, Dancewise 
Academy in 2004. Dancewise teach a range of dance styles to students 
aged 3+ and showcase their students work in The Watergate Theatre each 
year. Students from Dancewise have performed for many charity events 
and in the National Concert Hall, Gaiety Theatre and also at an Irish 
Cultural Event in Germany.

Michele is also choreographer for many panto groups and school shows 
in the county as well as choreographing multiple charity dance events 
over the past 15 years. Michele would like to wish everyone involved in 
Footloose the very best of luck with the show run. Break a Leg everyone!

Musical Directors: Mandy Dowling
Mandy Dowling is a graduate of UCC and having completed a BMus 
and H-Dip in Education, took up her position as music teacher in CBS 
Kilkenny. Mandy is a past member of the Irish Youth Choir and studied 
conducting with Dr.Geoffrey Spratt. She is a past director of Castlecomer 
Male Voice Choir. Under her guidance, CBS Kilkenny has developed a 
vibrant and successful music department, with five school choirs, a Jazz 
Band, and an Irish Traditional Group.

Over the years the CBS Senior Choir has enjoyed success at the highest 
level, including awards in the Kilkenny Music Festival, Limerick Choral 
Festival, lyric FM Christmas Carol Competition and RTE All Island 
School Choir competition. Past musical productions include Half a 
Sixpence, A Show of Shows and Guys and Dolls. Mandy would like to 
wish the cast of Footloose the best of luck and hope they enjoy every 
moment of this experience.

Trish Johnson
Born and raised in Canada, Trish received her Bachelors in Music and 
Education from the University of Western Ontario. While attending 
Western, Trish began working in the university’s theatre; building and 
painting sets, running lights and flys and managing the front of house. 
Since then, Trish has worked both behind the scenes and in the music 
pit, as well as performing on stage on many productions in several 
different countries.

Trish spent 4 years on the board for Abu Dhabi Choral Group in the 
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United Arab Emirates and was technical director for as well as performing 
onstage for many shows with the group. Most recently, she has been 
spending her time as a reed player in the pit playing in The Addams 
Family, 9 to 5, Anything Goes and Footloose. Trish is delighted to find 
herself in Loreto Kilkenny working on Footloose - a show that finished 
out her time in Abu Dhabi. She wishes the cast and team the best of luck. 
Break a leg!

Tara Gallagher
Tara Gallagher is a music teacher, choral & orchestral conductor and 
vocal coach from Co Donegal. Her work in musical theatre is extensive 
having previously worked with the Thurles Musical Society for four years 
and was musical director for Glenties musical theatre group’s production 
of Oklahoma in 2017 as well as pantomimes. 

An alumnus of the Irish Youth Choir, Tara has performed in many 
cities throughout Ireland including Kilkenny Arts festival in 2012. Tara 
studied Classical piano and voice in Waterford Institute of Technology 
graduating with a BMus. After graduating Tara studied at the University 
of Limerick where she received her PDE (Dip) in music.

Tara continued her studies further in choral conducting in education 
and in the community with DCU under the baton of Kevin O’Carroll 
and Marion Doherty Hayden. Some of the productions that Tara has 
previously been involved in include Mama Mia, Oklahoma, High 
School Musical, Hot Mikado, Oliver, The Rocky horror Picture Show, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Jekyll and Hyde, Me and my Girl and Calamity 
Jane. She is very proud of the girls and boys in both schools and would 
like to wish them all the very best of luck during the run of the show. 
Break a leg folks!
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Production Credits
Director: Niamh Dooley

Choreographer: Michele Wise
Musical Directors: Mandy Dowling, Trish Johnson

 and Tara Gallagher
Set Construction: Mark Redmond  “Stage it”

Production and Stage Manager: Seamus Reade
Lighting Design: Gerry Taylor

Sound: Jody Trehy at “One Louder Sound”
Costumes: Nomac Waterford and Cast members.

Costume Co-Ordinators: Nell Ormond, Catriona Evison, Sinead Butler
Prop Construction: Tom Ryan, Eoin Menton

P.R.: Paul Boyle, Paul McGinley,
Programme Design: Paul Boyle 

Photography: Niall Fennessy Photography, Anna Eustace.
Accounts Manager: Padraig Fitzpatrick.

Stage Crew: Seamus Reade, Diarmuid Creedon,
Bobby Reade, Tommy Gittens, Michael Stynes

Backstage Supervision: Teachers from CBS Kilkenny and Loreto Kilkenny
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