
 

 
 

 

 

Strategies to Minimise Covid–19 Risk at CBS Kilkenny – August 10 2020 

 

  
 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

 

I hope that you and your family are well. By necessity, the new school year will be different to 

other years. A very significant amount of work has been done to minimise the risk of infection 

and spread of Covid-19 within CBS Kilkenny.  

This letter informs you of our preparations to date to ensure the safe and sustained reopening of 

the school. Whilst this letter may not address all of your questions, this is an evolving situation 

and further information will follow over the coming weeks. 

It is very important that we have your full support and that you reiterate to your son the 

importance of hand hygiene, cough and sneeze etiquette and social distancing and that it is 

essential that he adheres to all health and safety guidelines advised within the school. This 

includes informing a member of staff if a student feels unwell during the school day. 

It is critical to the sustained reopening of CBS Kilkenny that you: 

 keep your son at home if he or a close contact is displaying symptoms of Covid-19, 

has tested positive or is awaiting the results of a Covid-19 test 

 keep your son at home if he has been advised to self-isolate or is within a very high 

risk group 

 keep your son at home if he has been abroad within the past 14 days 

 inform the school office of any Covid-19 related issue which will impact on the 

health and safety of other members of the school community 

 are available to collect your son if he develops symptoms during the school day 

 

The new safety measures that are being implemented within CBS Kilkenny include: 

 Policies and Documentation: The final CBS Kilkenny Covid Response Plan and Covid 

Policy Statement and Addendum will be before the Board of Management on August 17th 

and will be communicated to all staff/parents/guardians once ratified. 



 

 
 

 

 Preparation (ongoing and completed) includes: widespread installation of sanitising 

units, hot water, soap, dryers, signage, relayout of rooms, perspex dividers, daily 

reiteration of best practice, decluttering to maximise space, increased cleaning schedule 

 Two separate break times (3 year groups in each) 

 Two separate lunch times (3 year groups in each) 

 The Bialann will not be operating this year - please provide your son with a morning 

snack  

 1st Year and 2nd Year students will stay on the premises all day, so they will need to 

bring lunch as well as a morning snack. 

 3rd (new for 2020 - 2021 only), 4th, 5th, 6th Year students are permitted to leave the 

school premises for lunch. 

 Water Fountains are disconnected as a key control measure. Students will need to bring 

their own water to school each day. 

 A Visitor Log facilitates tracking and tracing 

 The number of school visitors will be minimised: Visitors will need to follow CBS 

Kilkenny guidelines and health advice at the time of visit. 

 Meetings with staff must be by prior appointment only 

 A Drop Off Point will be available for parents/guardians to leave items for collection by 

students.  

 Safety Guidelines are still being finalised for some subject areas and extra curricular 

activities: The arrangements for these will be communicated in the coming weeks. 

 Lockers: The school community will follow government guidelines and health advice at 

the time of opening and will advise staff and parents/guardians accordingly.  

 Classrooms – With the exception of practical specialist rooms, student based classrooms 

will be in operation i.e. teachers will now move between classes to minimise student 

interactions. Where students are moving to specialist classrooms, they should sit with their 

base classmates where possible. 

 PPE: The school community will follow government guidelines and health advice at the 

time of opening and will advise staff and parents/guardians accordingly. 

 An Isolation Room is available to deal with a suspected case. Public Health Advice will 

be followed in this regard. It is essential that parents/guardians are contactable and 

available to collect students who become unwell. 

 Parents/Guardians and students all have an important role to play in ensuring that the 

school stays open. All discipline issues relating to Covid-19 safety measures will be dealt 

with under the Code of Behaviour. 

 

Further updates will issue over the coming weeks via email. You will be asked to submit your 

personal email address to our database. Details will be texted this week. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Principal 


