
1st Year Students 2021 - 2022

Dear Parent / Guardian

I hope that you have enjoyed the summer. We look forward to welcoming your son to CBS Secondary
School Kilkenny as he begins his journey through second level education. I hope that the academic
year ahead will be both fruitful and fulfilling for him. The return dates for each year group are listed
below and are also available on www.cbskilkenny.ie.

Thur 26 Aug 2021 Training for Cairdeas Students 09:30 – 12:00
Fri 27 Aug Only 5th Year Students attend 08:45 – 13.00
Mon 30 Aug Only TY Students attend 11:00 - 13:00
Tue 31 Aug Only 1st Year Students attend 08:45 – 13.40
Wed 1 Sep All students attend 08:45 – 13.40

I am sure that there is still some anxiety regarding the reopening of schools, and I want to reassure
you that a very considerable amount of work has been invested into minimising the risk of Covid-19
infection and spread within the school. The Board of Management of CBS Kilkenny is committed to
using all resources available to ensure that the school opens and stays open. However, it is not
possible to do this without the support of ALL members of the school community. Responsibility also
lies with parents/guardians and students to ensure that the school is a safe and healthy place for all,
and we appreciate your support and understanding in this regard.

On a separate note, CBS Kilkenny students are deservedly recognised for their courteous and
chivalrous behaviour, their academic and sporting achievement, their success in diverse
extra-curricular areas and the pride that they demonstrate in their Kilkenny roots and education. In
order to maintain the high standards for which our students are well known, I request your support and
the support of all students in several areas that I outline below.

The wearing of the school uniform communicates a strong message about our high standards and we
ask students to ensure that they present clean and tidy each day. Please note that half-zip tops are not
permitted to be worn during the normal school day. They may be worn only when a student is
representing CBS Kilkenny at a competitive event, eg match etc. Students who present in
incorrect/incomplete uniform will be required to acquire the correct uniform from home before
joining their class for the day.

The Code of Behaviour is an important document that has been drawn up in consultation with all
school partners. By accepting a place in the school, you and your son are agreeing to rules and
regulations as set out in the Code of Behaviour. Full details can be found on www.cbskilkenny.ie.
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With regard to attendance and punctuality, there is a strong correlation between school attendance
and academic performance. A very small minority of students have a casual attitude to attendance and
absent themselves for trivial reasons. Classes that are missed are difficult to catch up on and this
places undue pressure on students when they return, leading to anxiety and deterioration of grades.

All students are required to have a student diary (€10) and a locker (€25). These must be paid for
online or through the office BEFORE your son attends for his first day of the school year.

Please note that First Year students will be in school from 8.45 – 13.40 on Tues Aug 31st 2021.

On Tues Aug 31st, all First Year students will need to be in full school uniform and to bring the
following:

Copy, Pen, Snack, Sturdy Keyring, Face Mask. (Diary and Locker must have been pre-paid)

ONLINE ACCESS

You have access to the CBS Kilkenny Management Information System App, VSware.
● Main link for guidance on all parental aspects of the VSware App here.
● Main link for sending an Absence Request here.
● Main link for guidance on paying school charges here.

This enables you to view your son’s (more than one son, if applicable) timetable, home information,
school charges, behaviour records and academic reports. It also enables you to pay school charges
conveniently online. It is very important that you log in to your son’s VSware profile on a regular
basis because it provides up to date information on all aspects of his education at CBS Secondary
School Kilkenny.

LOG ON PROCEDURE
Download the VSware app to your phone using this guide. When setting up the app for the first
time, you will need to search for the school. You will find the correct school name on the VSware
app by typing in Cill Chainnigh. The full school name is Meanscoil na mBraithre Chriostai Cill
Chainnigh, but it is important to search using Cill Chainnigh. On or before Fri 20th August, you
will receive your username by text. By default, this is sent to the mother of the student. If you
are not the student’s mother, or if you do not receive a text, please contact the office on
056-7721402.

PLEASE STORE THIS INFORMATION SECURELY. THE VSWARE APP IS HOW YOU
SEND IN AN ABSENCE REQUEST, SO IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU DO NOT SHARE
YOUR LOGIN INFORMATION WITH YOUR SON.

Please note:

● Your username is case sensitive and may include numbers and keyboard symbols. Key in the
username and press the RESET PASSWORD option. Follow the onscreen instructions, which
will include a text to your mobile number.

● You should receive just ONE username even if you have more than one son attending the
school.

● If you have requested separate communication to each parent when you enrolled your son,
both parties should receive usernames. If not, please contact the school office.

● Once logged in, you can view your son’s timetable, all academic reports, behaviour records,
school charges and contact details and submit Absence Requests.
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https://support.vsware.ie/parent-app-overview
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SCHOOL CHARGES: Due August 2021

This year, we welcome your son to CBS Kilkenny. For his first year, there is a charge of €70 that
will cover all of his optional subject charges, photocopying costs, insurance and many
miscellaneous expenses. As is the case with all students in CBS Kilkenny, we also ask you to pay
the €100 family charge. If you are in a position to increase the payment to €250, this has a
very significant additional tax rebate benefit to the school, while still costing you €250. We
will contact you with the relevant form.

● Please note that the Family Contribution is €100 or €250. All families are asked to pay the
€100, but there is a considerable additional tax rebate for the school if you choose to pay
€250. In the event that you select the €250 payment, we will contact you to complete a tax
rebate form.

● The list of charges payable is printed on the next page. Should you prefer to pay by cheque
or cash, please complete the boxes at the bottom of the list and submit it, together with
payment, in an envelope to the School Office. A receipt will be issued.

● If you experience any difficulties with the above online system, please contact the School
Office on 056-7721402.

● Please retain login information securely.
● Please pay all charges before your son returns to school in August.

SHARED DRIVE:

You will be, by now, familiar with the shared drive here, where you will find your son’s booklist,
school calendar etc.

Thank you most sincerely for your support of the school. It is only with the support of all of our
students’ families that we can consistently provide the high quality learning experience of which we
are very proud. If you have a query about any matter relating to your son's education, please contact
the School Office and we will do everything possible to address your concerns as quickly and
efficiently as possible.

Yours sincerely
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1x1FwygYr5hdFe0ZRCm-s1dV1rhXQHjRy?usp=sharing


CBS Kilkenny Charges 2021 – 2022
Use this form for cash / cheque payments only. Please put the completed form and
payment in an envelope and deliver it to the office.

Practical Subjects: The income generated by these payments is very important for its
contribution towards the provision of excellent facilities and resources in these subjects.
First Year Charge €70
Locker €25
Diary €10
NEW SCHOOL DEV FUND €50 per student

Family Contribution (one per family)
Please select amount: €250
or €100

TOTAL Enclosed €
Cash / Cheque?

Student Full Name: 1st Year
Address: Class:
Parent/Guardian signature:



Some FAQs regarding income from fees and charges:

How much are the charges for 2021 - 2022?
First Year students (€70)
2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th Year students: General expenses (€40), Practical Subjects (€30 each)
Mock Exams (€100)
Transition Year (€400)
Locker: €25
Diary: €10
All students: Family Contribution of €100 or €250.
By contributing €250 in any one tax year, the school can avail of a tax rebate on your
contribution. This can significantly increase the benefit to the school, without costing you any
more than €250.

Are the charges compulsory?
The First Year, General Expenses, Mock Exam charges and Practical Subject charges are compulsory.
All families are asked to pay €100 Family Contribution (one per family) as a minimum.
Opting to pay a €250 Family Contribution has a significant additional tax rebate benefit to the school.

When do I have to pay the charges?
All charges should be paid before your son starts school in August 2021.

How can I pay the charges?
Pay cash or cheque through the front office.
Pay online through the VSware app (you will have received login details).

Will I get a receipt?
Yes

How is the income spent and how does my son benefit?

● Family Contribution

2015 – 2016: Development of Bialann and School Library, New computer room, Upgraded
lockers, new classroom tables and chairs and refurbishment of science labs.

2016 – 2017: Refurbish and refit Technology Room, extend IT infrastructure, purchase gym
equipment.

2017 – 2018: Full refit and upgrade of IT room. Refit of DCG room. Replace desks and
tables in multiple classrooms. Replace exam furniture.

2018 – 2019: Upgrade and refit of storage units in compliance with GDPR legislation,
Enhanced security and CCTV system, Refit of Year Head office.

2019 – 2020: New IT equipment (Music Room), Sports equipment and classroom furniture
2020 – 2021: New IT equipment (Computer Rooms), Furniture, PE equipment, Repurpose

school accommodation, Upgrade specialist rooms.

● General Expenses: Photocopying, insurance, bus transport, Social and Support Programs,
Guest Speakers, Learning Support resources, Extra-tuition and Language supports, Mental
Health Awareness and Counselling, SMS, postage etc.

● Practical subjects: Music equipment, software and scores, Drawing equipment, Home
Economics ingredients and equipment, Technology equipment, Construction and Woodwork
wood and other equipment and consumables.

What is the €50 per student charge for the NEW SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT FUND?
See separate enclosed page for full details.



NEW SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT

August 2021
Dear Parent / Guardian

I hope that you and your family are well. Despite the extraordinary times we have lived in
over the past eighteen months, I hope that you have managed to enjoy a pleasant summer, and
I look forward to welcoming your son back to CBS Kilkenny in the next few weeks. I extend
a special welcome to our incoming First Year students who are embarking on their journey
through secondary school.

You are aware that CBS Kilkenny has been approved for a new state of the art secondary
school on an extensive site on the Dunningstown Road. This has followed a decade of
lobbying and persistent campaigning to the Department of Education and Skills (DES) as
well as extensive engagement with numerous other bodies and agencies. The project is well
advanced through the planning stage, which means we hope that construction will start within
the next twelve-eighteen months.

This represents an enormous opportunity for the school and for the business and sporting
communities in Kilkenny to ensure that the school is a leading centre of academic and
sporting excellence. In order to significantly enhance the standard design that is provided by
the DES, we need to raise €500,000 over the next three years. This money will be ring-fenced
to secure top of the range cultural, language, sporting, arts, leisure and science facilities for
CBS Kilkenny students. 

To help realise this vision, I am requesting your support of €50 per student into the CBS
Kilkenny New School Development Fund. This can be paid in the same way as the normal
charges which are in place for general expenses, practical subjects, insurance etc. 
The methods of payment are: 

● through the VSware App
● by cheque / cash to the School Office.

The vision of a modern, exceptional, state of the art facility for CBS Kilkenny can be realised
only with the help of all of the school partners. Your generosity and support is, as always,
deeply appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Principal



Strategies to Minimise Covid–19 Risk at CBS Kilkenny

August 2021

Dear Parent / Guardian,

I hope that you and your family are well. By necessity, the new school year will run along
similar lines to 2020 – 2021. A significant amount of work has been done again over the
summer to try to minimise the risk of infection and spread within CBS Kilkenny.

It is very important that we have your full support and that you reiterate to your son
the importance of hand hygiene, cough and sneeze etiquette and social distancing and
that it is essential that he adheres to all health and safety guidelines advised within the
school. This includes informing a member of staff if a student feels unwell during the
school day.
It is critical to the sustained reopening of CBS Kilkenny that you:

● keep your son at home if he or a close contact is displaying symptoms of
Covid-19, has tested positive or is awaiting the results of a Covid-19 test

● keep your son at home if he has been advised to self-isolate or cocoon or is
within a very high risk group

● inform the school office of any Covid-19 related issue which will impact on the
health and safety of other members of the school community

● are available to collect your son if he develops symptoms during the school day.

Safety and operational measures that have been implemented in CBS Kilkenny include:

● The specific Covid-19 Response Plan and the Health and Safety Control of Covid-19
Policy are available on cbskilkenny.ie

● Opening Hours: CBS Kilkenny building will open for students at 7.45am and close
at 4pm. All students must leave the premises by 4pm, with the exception of those
enrolled in supervised study.

● Supervised Study: This facility is not available immediately upon reopening, but we
expect that it will be operational for examination students by mid-September.



● Two separate supervised break times (3 year groups in each). No students are
permitted to leave the school premises for lunch.

● Three separate supervised lunch times (2 year groups each). No students are
permitted to leave the school premises for lunch.

● Staggered Finish Times: Students are required to leave the premises promptly.
15:30 1st, 4th Year
15:35 2nd, 5th Year
15:40 3rd, 6th Year

● The Bialann will sell salad rolls and bottled water from early September.
Alternatively, please provide your son with a morning snack and lunch and water.

● Water Dispensers / Fountains have been disconnected as a key control measure in
preventing the transmission of the Covid-19 in the school. Students are expected to
bring their own water to school each day or to purchase bottled water at the Bialann.

● Hygiene Preparation includes: widespread installation of sanitising units, hot water,
soap, dryers, signage, relayout of rooms, perspex dividers, daily reiteration of best
practice, decluttering to maximise space, increased cleaning schedule daily.

● Entrances/Exits: A one way system is already in place in the school and this will
continue. Each year group will be allocated a particular entrance and exit route.

● Toilet areas: will be systematically cleaned on an ongoing basis throughout the day.
Students will not be allowed to congregate there.

● Lockers: Lockers are available for use by students. Lockers undergo enhanced
cleaning daily.

● Visitor log facilitates tracking and tracing. Meetings by prior appointment only.

● Classrooms - Student based classrooms are in operation i.e. teachers move between
rooms to minimise student interactions. Where students are moving to specialist
classrooms, they should sit with their base classroom classmates.

● Collecting students from school – Parents / Guardians are asked not to come to
reception when collecting a student. Please phone the school office when you are
nearby. The school secretary will allow the student to leave.

● Use of PPE – we will follow the latest Public Health Advice. Currently all students
and staff must wear a face mask except when eating.

● An Isolation Room is available in the event of a suspected case. NPHET prescribed
procedures will be followed. Please keep your son at home if he or any member of
the family is unwell and/or displaying Covid symptoms.

● Uniform: Full school uniform must be worn every day. Students who are not in full
school uniform will be sent home.

● At the time of writing, we anticipate that students will be able to return to normal
practices with regard to PE classes. This means that students arrive in uniform and
change into PE gear for their PE classes. If public health advice impacts on this before
school reopens, we will inform you.



● Quarantining: If you or your son has been abroad, please adhere to all quarantine
regulations for the safety of the whole school community.

● Bus Transport: All CBS Kilkenny students are required to adhere to the guidelines
of the school transport companies.

● Payments: Where possible, please make payments online or by card through the
office, rather than with cash.

● Behaviour: Parents/Guardians and students all have an important role to play in
ensuring that the school stays Covid-free. All discipline issues relating to Covid-19
safety measures will be dealt with under the Code of Behaviour and Control of Covid
policy. We appreciate the support of parents, guardians and students in this regard.

● Year Head Roles: Each Year Head will address their year group and advise them of
the procedures involved relating to the safe return of all students.

● High Risk Students: If your son is in a high or very high risk category, please let us
know by emailing the appropriate Year Head.

6th Year Ms Lucy Ryan l.ryan@cbskilkenny.ie
5th Year Mr John Kennedy j.kennedy@cbskilkenny.ie
4th Year Mr Gerard Morrissey g.morrissey@cbskilkenny.ie
3rd Year Mr Pat Downey p.downey@cbskilkenny.ie
2nd Year Ms Martina Kehoe m.kehoe@cbskilkenny.ie
1st Year Ms Ann Walsh a.walsh@cbskilkenny.ie

● As the Covid-19 crisis continues to be resolved, CBS Kilkenny Board of Management
and staff will take all appropriate and practical steps to safeguard our school
community and to communicate with you.

I thank you and your son for your full support, cooperation and understanding in ensuring
that all members of the school community remain safe and well.

Yours sincerely,

Principal


