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Foreword
Our Christmas 2014 newsletter affords
all members of our school community an
opportunity to keep abreast of all that is
happening in terms of the various curricular,
co-curricular and extra-curricular activities
of our school. In this academic year to date,
we have had many opportunities to applaud
the efforts and achievements of our students
in a wide and diverse range of areas. The
traditional generosity of spirit, which is one of the hallmarks of our
student population, was again very much in evidence throughout the
term with a warm welcome extended to Mr. Fionnbar Walsh of the
Livelife Foundation in October. There was very high participation in
the Concern Fast in November and another fantastic response to the
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal in the weeks leading up
to Christmas. Among the student body, the Student Council and the
Cairdeas group continue to do commendable work in highlighting the
plight of the less privileged and in co-ordinating efforts to improve their
quality of life.
In what has been a most memorable year to date in terms of musical
achievement, the success of our senior choir in reaching the Regional Final
of the All Island Schools Choir competition has been truly magnificent.
Their performance at the CIT Cork School of Music on Friday, October
17th, which was shown on RTE in November, was really amazing and
deserved the enormous plaudits and recognition which followed. Ms.
Mandy Dowling and Ms. Caitriona Evison can be very proud of how their
charges performed throughout this memorable competition. The school
community was treated to a further choral rendition at the Christmas
Carol service in the Black Abbey on Friday 12th December.
The important activities of teaching and learning continue to progress
with 2014 Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate students recording
extraordinary success in terms of academic achievement. During
November a number of CBS students received Entrance Scholarships at
both UCD and Trinity College. Furthermore, three students, Darragh
Holohan, Paul Delehanty and Adrian Kelleher were awarded scholarships
in the Quinn School of Business through our own Tony O’Brien
Scholarship Scheme. We thank Mr. Tony O’Brien and his wife Frances for
their generosity in sponsoring this lucrative scholarship award scheme.
We have had a busy term in the context of sport with teams representing
the CBS in basketball ,handball , golf, soccer, athletics, gaelic football
and hurling. Our under 14 hurlers won the Jim Langton Shield, narrowly
losing out to Cup winners, Thurles CBS. We look forward to a busy
campaign for both Rice Cup and Under 14 1/2 panels from January 2015.
While our U16 1/2 panel met with defeat at the Leinster semi- final stage
we acknowledge that this is a particularly young panel who will have
many brighter days ahead. Our senior hurlers are now beginning to
prepare earnestly for what, we hope, will be another successful campaign.
It is anticipated that, with the club championship complete and injury
worries addressed, they will be able to concentrate on the serious work of
preparation for a tough championship in 2015.
Our senior soccer team continue on an unbeaten run and must surely
rank among the favourites to retain the Leinster Cup .In Athletics last
October our athletes acquitted themselves very well and pride of place
went to David Murphy who was crowned champion of Leinster in the
Under 15 Combined Events Indoor Category. The Senior Cross Country
team won silver at the Rice Schools event in Dublin last month.
The TY Programme continues to facilitate the holistic development of
our Fourth Year students. Thus far the TYs have been to the National
Ploughing Championships , enjoyed kayaking on the Barrow , attended
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theatre productions , visited Dublin on their History Trip and toured the
UCD Campus as well as many other interesting ventures. A highlight
of the TY Year so far was the hugely moving talk by Fionnbar Walsh,
the father of 16 year old cancer victim Donal from Blennerville in Co.
Kerry, on the topics of Mental Health and the importance of sharing your
problems with others .Donal’s family have set up an organisation called
the Livelife Foundation and his parents travel around Ireland delivering a
strong anti-suicide message to young people. A’ No Uniform Day’ raised
in excess of 1,000 euros for this much-needed organisation. At present all
TYs are engaged in their first Work Experience Programme and we look
forward to seeing them again after the Christmas break.
In recent weeks CBS students have excelled in a number of Sciencerelated areas. Our sixth year Science Quiz team of Kevin Murphy, Tom
Ryan and Sam Gordon, represented the South East Region in the ISTA
National Quiz final and achieved third place. This competition, hosted
by Trinity College and sponsored by Pharmachemical Ireland is keenly
contested by the top 50 Science Schools in the country. There will be two
teams representing the school at the BT Young Scientist Competition in
January 2015.Second Year students Ronan McMorrow, Dean Kiely and
Oskar Svalbe will present their project “Computer Training for Senior
Citizens” in the Carlow/Kilkenny area ,while TY Students Conor Cantwell
and Conor Flynn will present their project on ‘Functional Movement
and Training for Young GAA Players’. Best wishes to all five students
and their teachers Ms. Cosgrove and Ms. Lenane as they bid to reach the
finals .In celebrating Science week during November, there was fantastic
participation by students across all year groups with a very high standard
of entries in all competitions. The high participation and enthusiasm
levels of students is again a tribute to a dynamic and dedicated Science
Department.
It is anticipated that we will begin our building programme early in 2015
and while this may cause some disruption to our normal routine it will
ultimately enhance our student facilities. We are hoping that the works
will be complete in time for our students’ return to school for the new
academic year in August 2015. It is anticipated also that there will be
a significant investment in I.T. infrastructure in the new year, again
ensuring that CBS Kilkenny will continue to be at the cutting edge of new
innovation and technology.
I wish to acknowledge the continuous outstanding efforts of staff in
contributing so significantly to the rich and diverse co-curricular and
extra-curricular programmes of the school. Their commitment and
dedication facilitates our students in achieving their potential in such
a wide range of areas but also adds so much to the cultural, sporting
and academic life of the school. I would like also to acknowledge the
efforts of our ancillary staff who consistently strive to provide the highest
standards in supporting our school community. Our Parents’ Association
continues to be very supportive of the work of the school and deserves
great recognition for their sterling efforts.
In a term that was unfortunately marked by a great deal of illness and
loss among our school community, I would like to offer our prayers, our
sympathy and our support to all who have suffered loss and bereavement
and to those who are presently fighting illness , our thoughts are with them
during the Christmas season. On behalf of all the staff at CBS Kilkenny I
wish all of our students and their families a happy , peaceful Christmas and a
prosperous New Year. Nollaig Shona agus Ath Bhliain go gach duine daoibh.

Mr Tom Clarke, Principal

CBS Senior Soccer Squad 2014-2015
who remain unbeaten in all competitions so far this season.

Anne Cassin introduces
the CBS Choir in Cork.

CBS Students and Kilkenny Minor AI winners Cathal McGrath,
Ross Butler, Andy Gaffney, Conor Doheny and Luke Scanlon.

CBS Choir in full voice during the televised
All Island School Choirs Competition.

Kilkenny CBS First Years 2014.

Indoor Athletics Team David Doheny,
Lee McEnroe, Kelvin Ryan, Eddie Byrne,
Craig Byrne and Shane McGeary.

Tommie Gorman during filming of CBS
prior to AISC Southern Final.

RTE’s Tommie Gorman during filming of CBS prior
to AISC Southern Final.

Successful CBS Equestrian team 2014
Philip O’Donnell, Jack O’Donnell,
David Lawlor and Pat Byrne.

Science Olympiads 2014,
Eric Gordon and Dylan O’Neill.

Sixth Year Geography
Field Trip 2014.

Senior Science Team with Aoibhinn Ní Shúilleabháin
and Mary Mullaghy at TCD

Principal Tom Clarke, Prof. Linda Hogan ( Vice-Provost of TCD)
and Simon Bluett at the Entrance Scholarships Awards

Mr. John Kennedy, Simon Bluett ( Naughton Scholarship
winner for Best Leaving Cert in Physics 2014)
and Principal Tom Clarke.

Former CBS Students Matt Ruth and Brian Kennedy,
CBS AI Minor medallists with Kieran Joyce during
the Liam Mac’ visit to the school.
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