
PrinciPal’s address
In this academic year to date we have had many opportunities to applaud the efforts and 
achievements of our students in a wide range of activities and initiatives. The traditional generosity 
of spirit which is one of the hallmarks of our student population was again very much in evidence 
throughout the term with fundraising projects by Mr Downey to support the Good Shepherd 
Centre and the Calais Clothes Appeal. There was a very positive response to the Concern Fast co-
ordinated by Ms Evison in December and again to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper 
Appeal coordinated by Ms Ryan in the days leading up to Christmas.
Meanwhile, the Board of Management of CBS Kilkenny continues to prioritise the upgrading of 
facilities at CBS Kilkenny while at the same time planning the development of a new school in 
consultation with the City Council and the Department of Education and Skills. I wish to acknowledge 
the continuous outstanding efforts of staff in contributing so significantly to the rich and diverse 
co-curricular and extra-curricular programmes of the school. I would like also to acknowledge the 
great commitment of our administrative and facilities staff who consistently strive to provide the 
highest standards in supporting our school community. Congratulations to the Student Council for their involvement in so many 
initiatives, and to our Parents Council who have had a really busy term and deserve special mention for their sterling efforts. I am 
very appreciative of the generous support that parents continue to give. The encouragement and motivation provided by parents 
and the value placed on education in the home are crucial to our students’ success. 
In recent days our carol service greatly enriched our festive season. We are reminded to be thankful for our own good fortune 
and to be mindful of those who are experiencing loss or hardship in our society. Our thoughts and prayers are with those friends 
of CBS who are currently suffering ill-health and we especially wish them health and happiness in the New Year.
On behalf of the community of CBS Kilkenny, I wish all of our students and their families a happy, peaceful Christmas 
and a healthy and joyful new year. Nollaig Shona agus Áth Bhliain go gach duine daoibh.                      Tom Clarke,  Principal
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carol service
As is traditional at this time of year the 
Music Department of CBS Kilkenny invites 
all of the school community to a festive 
Carol Service in the beautiful Black Abbey. 
Once again this year we were presented 
with a wonderful performance of Christmas 
favourites from all over the world. 
Principal Tom Clarke thanked students 
and staff for their hard work since the school 
year opened and he wished exam students 
every success in their upcoming mock 
examinations. Finally, he warmly thanked 
the students and staff for the consideration 
and kindness which they afford each other 
and others outside of the CBS, not just at 
this time of year, but all year around. 

Br dan o’Keeffe
Br Dan O’Keefe, who was a member 
of the teaching staff of CBS Kilkenny from 
1992 until 2005, died on July 5 2017 after a 
short illness.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

BT Young scienTisTTwo Transition Year groups from the school will compete in the BT Young Scientist 
competition between 10th-13th January at the RDS in Dublin. James Fields, Daniel walsh and liam Moore’s project 

is investigating the effect of a foam rolling 
program on sprint speed in young adult 
males. Meanwhile, Michael Rafter, James 
Murphy and luke Cullen are investigating 
attitudes towards recycling in primary and 
secondary schools in both rural and urban 
backgrounds.
Both groups have shown a great attitude and 
commitment to their projects and we wish 
them and their teacher, Mr Teehan, the very 
best of luck in the competition in January.

CBS Kilkenny Choir gave tremendous preformance at the annual Carol Service

CBS Kilkenny Careers Evening 2017

It has been a very busy few months for the Parents Council.  A “Meet and Greet” event for parents of First Year students was held in 
the Bialann in late August. This was an opportunity for parents to come together, many of them past pupils, and have a cup of tea 
as their sons started out on their CBS journey.  It was a very enjoyable, sociable morning and we hope to make it an annual event.
The AGM of the Parents Council was held on 12 October 2017. Ms Susan Doherty, Addiction Counsellor with the HSE was 
Guest Speaker on the night, where she spoke on the very relevant topic of “Substance Misuse”.   It was a fascinating and illuminating 
presentation. 
The Parents Council, in conjunction with the School and Career Guidance Department, organised a hugely successful Careers 
Night for Senior Cycle students on 23 November 2017.  A sub group, spearheaded by Mr Donal higgins and including 
Parent Council members and Ms lucy Ryan, was tasked to organise the event.  The group met over several weeks, liaising 
with Mr Clarke and the school in ensuring that the night would be a success. More than 70 people from a wide variety of 
professions participated at the event which was open to students from TY, 5th and 6th year. There were participants from a range 
of backgrounds, including medical, legal, financial, apprenticeships, emergency services, science, hospitality, IT, Web Design and 
engineering.  Sincere thanks must also go to Ms Nell Ormond and her TY students who prepared wonderful finger food for 
the night, as well as the army of TY students who assisted on the evening. The event has received very positive feedback from 
students and parents and has given the students great encouragement and advice in pursuing their future careers.
We are heartened by the large number of new members in the Parents Council this year, many of whom are parents of First Years. 
We look forward to a busy and dynamic year ahead. We wish all parents, teachers and students a very Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year.

ParenTs council news 2017



new Junior cYcle
On Dec 5th 2017, CBS teachers and SNAs completed a day of training in the 
new junior Cycle (JC) framework. This involved using and evaluating new 
learning strategies which place the learner at the centre of learning and facilitate 
the acquisition of new skills as well as knowledge. The next whole-school day is 
on Jan 15 2018 when (in an unprecedented move) teachers from several Kilken-
ny schools will meet in subject-specific groupings to progress the new JC in their 
subject areas.
In another new development, all JC students will also be asked to identify up to 
five Other areas of learning (Oals) in which they have participated and 
achieved during their three JC years. Areas such as choir, debating, drama, char-
ity work and sports are now all recognised in the new reporting structure for the 
JC, the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA). In order to build 
up a meaningful portfolio of OALs, it is important that students consider every 
opportunity which is presented to them from the day they start in CBS in First 
Year, and engage in as many as possible. This has the dual benefit of holistically 
developing students and supporting a variety of initiatives which are driven in 
the school.
Parents can find more information on www.juniorcycle.ie

golf  Mark Power has been 
selected on the Irish Men’s Panel for 2018. 
He recently attended a week of training in 
Spain with the team and coaches.
Mark has also been offered a golf scholarship 
at some of the top Universities in America. 
He visited two of them recently with his 
parents and was very impressed with the 
golf programs of both places. Playing 
college golf in America would give Mark an 
opportunity to test himself against the top 
amateur players in the world. The Senior 
Golf Team recently beat rivals St Kieran’s 
College in a close match. This was a great 
win for them as they move on to the next 
stage in the Leinster Schools Championship.

KaT food
Huge congratulations to Conor McCarthy and Colm Dunne on the launch 
of their wonderful book, Kat Food. It is a compilation of healthy, easy recipes 
from our favourite hurling and camogie stars. It started out as a Transition Year 
Enterprise project in September, culminating in a rapturous launch by Wexford 
senior hurling manager Davy Fitzgerald on November 29 2017 in Langton’s.
A hugely entertaining evening was enjoyed by all present. We were delighted 
to welcome: David Fitzgerald, Chairman Kilkenny County Council; Ned 
Quinn, Chairman of Kilkenny County Board; Mary harrington, Kilkenny 
Enterprise Board; adrian Ronan, all of the top players who attended, Langtons 
and their staff and all of the CBS staff.
Sincere thanks to teacher anna Colleton, TY coordinator Gerard Morrissey 
and SNA Deirdre Prendiville.

sTudenT council uPdaTe
The annual Student Council elections took place on the 13th of October 2017. 
As is traditional, TYs were there to help the event run smoothly and ensure that 
everyone got the opportunity to cast their vote. This year, the Student Council 
has sixteen representatives, the most there has ever been. This is a fantastic 
improvement for students as a broader variety of views means a better portrayal 
of the student body as a whole. Ahead of our first meeting, a Leadership Training 
workshop was held by Pat Murphy, to inform us about how to carry out our 
roles as Student Council members in an efficient and effective manner. He also 
explained to us the importance of helping and listening to others, particularly the 
students we represent.
At our first official meeting, Mr Clarke addressed us and spoke about the 
pivotal role we have to play in the school. Afterwards, he presented us with our 
official badges and wished us the best for the year to come. As is tradition, the 
Student Council has organised a Festive Treats Cake Sale in aid of Teach Tom, a 
local charity that deals with mental health and the issues that surround it. Teach 
Tom provides free counselling, therapy and support to those who have been 
affected by suicide. We chose this charity as we wanted to support and highlight 
mental health and the importance of wellbeing in our school community. 
We have lots of initiatives and activities planned for the New Year and we look 
forward to the support of the school community in these endeavours.

HealTH ProMoTing scHool 
CBS Kilkenny recognises that health is influenced by many factors beyond the individual. Our aim as a Health Promoting School 
(HPS) is a coordinated whole school approach to health and wellbeing. Physical activity, healthy eating, personal hygiene and hand 
washing are the areas identified after our consultative process with the school community. School curriculum, policy, partnerships 
and the school environment itself will support these aspects of our health and wellbeing from January 2018.  The HPS student 
committee will regularly update the Wellness Wall, the HPS noticeboard and our CBS Kilkenny twitter feed with initiatives being 
run in the school.  Further information on the HPS process is available on the Health Promoting Schools leaflet which has been 
issued to all students.
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CBS Kilkenny Student Council 
2017 - 2018

TransiTion Year uPdaTe
Once again TY students have positively embraced the myriad 
of modules, subjects and activities offered to them as part of the 
TY Programme in CBS Kilkenny and have been enthusiastically 
engaged with Gaisce, BT Young Scientist, Green Schools, 
Sports Leadership and Community Care. 
At the beginning of the school year the TYs visited the National 
Ploughing Championships, and a little over a week later they 
found themselves on the River Barrow learning to stay afloat in 
a kayak. The boys experienced a Forensic Science Workshop 
where they were challenged to solve a murder case and using 
logic and scientific analysis. As part of their Musical Appreciation 
module all TY classes enjoyed two Drumming and Percussion 
workshops, and at the end of November they were brought on 
guided tours of Glasnevin Cemetery and Croke Park Museum 
and Stadium. 
Recently, following interviews and a period of training, the TY-
administered School Bank was launched in partnership with 
allied irish Bank. Students can open new accounts through 
this TY branch each week. Meanwhile, a special word of praise 
must go to the entrepreneurial duo of Colm Dunne and 
Conor McCarthy (see Kat Food section)  
Finally to all of our TY students who have just taken up their 
placements for Work Experience, we wish them well in their 
endeavours, we hope they have a wonderful Christmas and we 
look forward to their return to CBS Kilkenny in the New Year.
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susTainaBle develoPMenT
We began our Green Campaign in September 2016. 
Our Green Schools Committee is actively trying to get all 
members of our school community involved in our initiative. 
The main aim of our programme is to reduce our waste 
output by 20% before the end of this school year. We are 
working hard on spreading the message here in the school 
and in the wider community. 
Our Day of Action took place on the 17th of November. 
Mr. Gavin harte was the guest speaker on the day and 
he carried out workshops where he reiterated the need to drastically reduce 
our waste output. We are asking parents and students to encourage the use of 
recyclable and reusable materials in school for materials and lunches. We are in 
the process of upgrading our recycling facilities and they will be in place when 
students return in January.

deBaTing 
This year’s Concern Debating Competition is well underway. 
The Concern Competition is a national competition with 
more than 150 schools in participation. CBS has a long and 
proud debating tradition and this year’s team are off to a 
fine start with a number of wins in the league phase. Team 
members Colm Dunne (Captain), andrew Stone, 
Oisín Morrissey, Conor McCarthy and Ultan Conroy 
are very much enjoying the challenges that each debate 
brings. Many thanks to their mentor Mr O’Brien.

scHool iMProveMenT Plan  
-  wellBeing
This year the focus of our School Improvement Plan (SIP) 
is Wellbeing. This is stage four of our SIP plan and follows 
on from the areas of Literacy, Numeracy and Assessment. 
This term the Wellbeing committee has focused on data 
gathering. All second year students completed survey 
questions relating to the six areas of Wellbeing as identified 
in the new Junior Cycle curriculum. Staff members have 
also completed a Wellbeing survey and Parents’ Council 
members have given feedback through a questionnaire 
format. Data from all three sources will be analysed with a 
view to identifying targets and actions which will foster and 
support Wellbeing within the whole school community.

                CBS Kilkenny Senior Debating Team

CBS Kilkenny provided tremendous 
support to the annual Concern Fast

Colm Dunne and Conor McCarthy 
launch Kat Food

UCD Scholars Brian Manning  and Kevin Power 
with Principal Tom Clarke


